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then perhaps be able to ascertain if there is a quo- 
rum here. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Vari and 
Greenwoop were appointed. 
The question was then taken; and the tellers || 
norted—ayes 60, noes not counted. 


So acall of the House was ordered. The roll | 
was then called, and one hundred and eighteen || 
members answered to their names. 

The following are the names of the absentees: 

Messrs. James C. Allen, Appleton, Thomas H. Bayly, 
Rall, Barksdale, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bis- 
cell, Bliss, Breckinridge, Bugg, Carpenter, Chamberlain, 
Chase, Chrisman, Churchwell, Cook, Oraige, Crocker, 
Cullom, Cumming, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, De 
Witt, Dickinson, Dowdell, Drum, Ea-tinan, Edgerton, 
Thomas D. Eliot, English, Everhart, Ewing, Farley, Fen- 
ton, Franklin, Gamble, Giddings, Goode, Grey, Grow, 
Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Harri- || 
son, Hastings, Haven, Hibbard, Hiester, Howe, Hughes, 
Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kit- 
trredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Lilly, Lindsley, Lyon, | 
McCulloch, McNair, McQueen, Mace, Macy, Matteson, 
Meacham, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Morgan, Murray, 
Noble, Olds, Packer, Powell, Pratt, Preston, Puryear, 
tichardson, Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, 
Rowe, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Simmons, Skelton, Samuel 
A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Saodgrass, 
Sollers, Alexander H, Stephens, Straub, David Stuart, 
John L. Taylor, Tracy, Tweed, Wade, Walbridge, Walker, 
Walley, Warren, Etiibu B. Washburne, Israel! Washburn, 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Witte, Hendrick 
B. Wright, and Zoilicotfer—113, 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I move that all further 
proceedings under the eall be dispensed with. 

The question was then taken; and the motion 
was agreed to. 

So all further proceedings under the call were 
dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is on 
seconding the demand for the previous question 
upon agreeing to the report of the committee of 
conference. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The question now being upon agreeing to the 
report of the committee of conference, 

Mr. CAMPBELL demanded the yeasand nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WHEELER demanded tellers upon the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered; and Megsrs. 
Epmunpson and Cox were appointed. 

The House was then divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 36, noes not counted. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. ASHE. Mr. Speaker, will it be in order 
to have the report of the committee of conference 

read now? 

The SPEAKER. The report has been already 
read. If there be no objection, it will be again 
read, 

Mr. PECK. I object. 

The question was then taken; and decided in | 
the affirmative—yeas 77, nays 41; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, 
Ashe, Banks, Bell, Bocock, Bridges, Brooks, Caruthers, 
Caskie, Chandler, Chastain, Clark, Clingman, Colquitt, 
Corwin, Cox, Curtis, Cutting, Dawson, Dean, Dick, Dun- | 
bar, Eddy, Edmands, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, Farley, 
Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, | 
Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, Houston, Hunt, John- 
son, Roland Jones, Kerr, Kidwell, Latham, Letcher, Mac- 
donald, McDougall, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Mordecai Oli- 
ver, Orr, Peckham, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, John 
Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, 
Seymour, Shannon, Shower, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, || 
George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 


ton, Straiton, John J. Taylor, Upham, Vail, Wells, West- | 
brook, and Daniel B. Wright—77. 

_NAYS—Messrs. David J. Bailey, Barry, Benton, Boyce, 
Campbell, Cobb, Dent, Dunham, Ellison, Etheridge, Flag- 
wh Aaron Harlan, Hill, Hillyer, George W. Jones, Knox, 
. eMullin, Maurice, Meacham, Middleswarth, Millson, 
Morrison, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, 
Pringle, Ruffin, Russell, Sapp, Hestor L. Stevens, Nathan- 
Na Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Vansant, Walsh, | 
Vheeler, Yates, and Zollicofier—4l. 


So the report of the committee of conference 
was adopted. 


Pending the announcement of the result of the 
Vote, 


Mr. RICHARDSON asked to be allowed to 


vote. ™ 


The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman from | 
Illinois within the bar when his name was called ? J 


85 


re 





| Senate. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 8, 1854. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. No, sir; I was not within 
the bar, but I desire to vote on the question. 


TheSPEAKER. It can only be by unanimous 
consent. 
Mr. PECK. I object. 


Also, pending the announcement of the vote, 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. Speaker, how many votes 
are necessary to make up a quorum? 

The SPEAKER. There is but one vote more 
required to constitute a quorum. 

Mr. BENTON. Well, Mr. Speaker, I was 
within the bar, and desire to vote. I find that one 
vote is worth a great deal more than I ever ex- 
pected it was worth. TI therefore vote no. 

The SPEAKER. That makes a quorum. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken by which the report was adopted, and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
the House do now adjourn. 
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New Senrres....No. 85. 
EUROPEAN PENAL CODES, 
Mr. JOHNSON. On the 29th instant the usual 


| number of copies—which is one thousand four 


hundred—of a message of the President of the 
United States, communicating, in compliance with 
the resolution of the Senate, a letter from H.S. 
Sanford, late chargé d’affaires of the United States 
at Paris, on the different systems of penal codes 
in Europe, and also areport on the administrative 
changes in France since the revolution in 1848, 
was ordered to be printed for the use of the Sen- 
ate. A motion was then made to print one thou- 
sand additional copies of the document, which 

yas referred to the Committeeon Printing. That 
committee have instructed me to report against the 


| printing of any additional copies. The honorable 
| Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,} I under- 


I move that || 


The question was taken; and the motion was | 


agreed to. . 


The House thereupon, at half past two o'clock, | 


|p. m., adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, 


m. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpvespar, May 31, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Winuiam H. Mitpurn. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. BADGER. 


areport and resolutions adopted ata very large 


and respectable convention held in the town of | 


Wilmington, in that State, respecting the condi- 
tion of the navigation of the Cape Fear river, and 
particularly the bar at its mouth. I| am requested 
by one of the resolutions to present them to the 
I do so in accordance with that request; 
and, considering the high position of the gentle- 
man who presided over the meeting, (the Gov- 


| ernor of the State,) and the importance and inter- 
est attached to that subject with them, I ask that, | 


without reading, the papers may be printed, and 
laid on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Cyn- 
thia M. Clarke, praying indemnity for losses sus- 


| tained by her father, Ethan Stillman, in the exe- 


cution of his contract for supplying muskets for 
the United States, in consequence of the embargo 
laws and the war of 1812; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 
tion of citizens of Racine, Wisconsin, praying a 


reduction of the present rates of ocean postage; | 


which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BENJAMIN presented a memorial of Jo- 
seph Grafton and others, settlers on the Bastrop 
grant, praying such relief for them as was granted 
to claimants under the Maison Rouge grant by 


Mr. President, I have re- | 
ceived, through the Governor of North Carolina, | 


| tunity to examine it, but from my knowl 
| the man and the subject in dispute, that the report 
| is worth publishing. You will remember that the 


stand, wishes to say something upon the subject. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I regret very much 
the decisiOn to which the majority of the commit- 
tee have arrived. I, of course, have not had an 
opportunity of examining the report carefully, be- 
cause it has never been before us. But, from my 
knowledge of the gentleman who prepared it, his 
long residence abroad, his integrity, his intimate 
acquaintance with the subject, and his qualifi- 
cations in every respect, | think it as important 
to the Senate and our Legislative Assemblies as 
anything that has ever come before the Senate 
since I have entered it; and | think, therefore, that 
the extra number should be printed. I am very 
solicitous that they should be printed. I ask but 
for a thousand copies, and I understand that the 
printing of one thousand additional copies of that 
part which relates to the penal codes will not in- 
crease the expenditure more than about $100. As 
for the other part, I do not think it necessary; but 
I feel a just concern about the part relating to the 
penal codes, because | look upon it as being of 
great interest and utility to the whole country; 
and I do hope the majority, who are liberal, gen- 
erous men, will see the propriety of printing one 
thousand copies in addition to the usual number, 
which will not cost more than $100. 

I am assured, though [| cannot speak from my 
personal knowledge, as | have not had an oppor- 
ge of 


late President of the United States, in his message, 


| called attention to the importance of revising the 


judicial code of the United States, and it was in 
view of that suggestion that Mr. Sanford felt he 
was rendering a service to the country, by sending 
the Government an analytical sketch of the penal 


| codes of Europe, which came within his personal 


knowledge, after aresidence abroad of eight or ten 
years in the service of the country. He has no 
pecuniary interest in the matter; but if it is worth 
anything, as I am sure, from my knowledge of 
the man, it is, when we consider the importance 
of the subject, $100 is a very small amount to be 
expended. 

Mir. JOHNSON. This document may be di- 


| vided into two parts. One part of it relates to the 


the act of January, 1851; which was referred to || 


the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Betsy W. Eve be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of William W. Cox be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the memorial of Frances 
Smith, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 


| granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Frances 


Smith, of South Carolina; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 


| of no particular use to us. 


| of an additional number of copies. 


Government of France. It is very well described 
in the resolution referred to the committee, as 
relating to the administrative changes in France. 
It is a history of the complicated machinery of 
that Government. The committee were unani- 
mously of the opinion that much of the com- 
munication was but of little value, and certainly 
not of sufficient value to authorize the publication 
here is a 
great deal of minutia in it relating to the various 
departments of France, and to the various depart- 
ments of the Government of France, and to the 
revolutions which have taken place there, legis- 
lative as well as political, since 1848, which are 
The committee, as I 
have said, were unanimous in rejecting the prop- 


| osition to printall that postion of the report which 


| was received from the 





epartment of State. 
The remainder, of which the Senator from Ten- 


| nessee speaks, is a compilation taken from the 


enal codes of the different States of continent | 
urope, or, at least, very many of those States, 
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including Germany, Austria, Prussia, France, || Why, sir, it 


Spain, and perhaps some other smaller States. 


The facts embraced in that portion of the report | 


might be of interest to our State Legislatures, and 
might contain suggestions which would enable 
them to improve the penal codes of the different 


States. The experience derived from that por- 
tion of the document might be valuable in that 


respect, in order to enable them to shape and 


guide their action in reference to their own penal 
codes. Thecommittee stood two to one, however, 


against printing any additional number. For my 


own part, I thought it would be as well to print 
one thousand extra copies of this portion of the 


report, that Senators might distribute them to 
members of their State Legislatures, for their in- 
formation, as useful suggestions might be derived 


therefrom, for the improvement of our State legis- 


lation upon penal codes. The majority of the 
committee, however, considering the dissimilarity 


between thoge countries and our own, and the 
long experience we have already had on this mat- 


ter, did not think that the benefit to be derived 


from the publication of an additional number | 
would be worth the cost, and, therefore, they re- 


jected the eee 

The cost 0 
ordered, that is, fourteen hundred copies for the 
use of the Senate, will be about $550. 


the whole report, including both branches, would 
be about $200. 


for one thousand extra copies. 
facts in regard to the matter. 


though my impression at the time was, that it 
would be prudent and wise, on the part of the 
Senate, to print one thousand extra copies of that 
vortion of the report which the Senator from 
Tennessee particularly wishes to have printed. 


The cost 
of printing the one thousand additional copies of 


printing the entire documentas now )| 


The cost of printing that branch | 
of it relating to penal codes, would be about $100 
These are the 
I am not certain 
myself that the majority of the committee were 
not correct in rejecting the whole proposition, 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. My colleague on the 


committee, the Senator from Arkansas, has given || 


a very correct statement of the conclusions to 
which the committee arrived when they exam- 


ined the work this morning. Like the Senator || 


from Tennessee, I have had time only to make a 
very superficial examination of the work, but I 
am inclined to think that if the Senate had been 
apprised of its entire contents when they were 
giving the vote for printing it, it would never have 
been referred to the committee. 

if | understand the matter, the state of the case 


is this: Our chargé at Paris, looking to the mes- | 
sage of the President of the United States, found | 


that he recommended a revision of the penal 
statutes of this country; and then voluntarily took 
upon himself to collect the penal code of France, 
and of many of the surrounding countries. 
not only did that, but he set out—if I could glean 
anything from the index, and we had but a short 
time to scrutinize the work this morning—to give 
what purports to be the history of the complex 


tions that have taken place in that couutry within 
the last ten or fifteen years. 

Now, sir, there isa question lying behind the 
expense. The simple pittance to which my col- 


league on the committee has alluded had very little, | 
| 
1] 


influence with me, because, if 1 thought the work | 


| 
| 
i} 
| 
' 


| mittee on Printing, it is proper that I should say 


He |} 


| codes? 
| to the author. 

one in which he takes a pride, and which he || 
| thinks would give him fame, let him publish it at 





who is possessed of rare faculties and of ability 
sufficient to compile a work of this character to 
doso, and to submit it to the President of the 
United States, or to any Department of the Gov- 
ernment, and have it sent throughout the country, 
indorsed by this body. I repeat, that | believe, 
if this work were now before the Senate, and were 
to undergo the rigid scrutiny of the body, it is very 
questionable whether it would order its publication 
atall. The amount of money involved did not 
operate on my mind at all; and I will do my hon- 
orable colleague on the committee, the Senator 


from Maine, [Mr. Fessenpven,] the justice to say , 


that I think it had as little influence with him. 


| The proposition to print extra copies of the first 
branch of the work, which gives a description of | 


the Government of France, under the exciting 


| scenes incident to that country in its numerous 


revolutions, did not meet with any countenance 
at all at the hands of the committee. ‘There was 
a greater inclination to examine, with an anxious 
desire to recommend, if they could, the proposi- 
tion to print an increased number of the penul 


| codes submitted to us. 


But, sir, where is the necessity of publishing a 
work of that kind? 1 believe there is but a soli- 


| tary State in this Union where the civil code pre- 
| vails, and that is the State of Louisiana. 


What 
sost of benefit can accrue to this country, or what 
sort of light can be shed on the country, by the 
publication by the Senate, of this report on penal 
The work may or may not be creditable 
If it be creditable to him, if it be 


his own expense, and by his own authority; but 


let him not ask us to send it to the world as in- | 


dorsed by the Senate of the United States. 
For these reasons | am opposed not only to the 
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is an invitation to every foreign agent | 


publication of the first branch of the work, but | 


also decidedly opposed to inereasing the number 
of the second branch. I entertain the views 


which I have stated honestly, and with proper || 
| respect to the distinguished gentleman who has 


compiled the work; but, at the same time, my 


object is to guard the Senate from the indorse- | 


ment of a work about which they know nothing, 


' and about which the committee themselves at this 


time can know but little. I trust the Senate will 
concur in the report. 


Mr. SEWARD. What is the amount of the 
ef Pg ? 


r. FITZPATRICK. The regular printing , 


which has been ordered of this report will cost 
about $550. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Asa member of the Com- 


a word. The simple fact is, the diplomatic agent 
of the Government in France undertook to send to 


| the Department of State a work compiled by him 


| 1848. 
government of France under the various revolu- 


in relation to the different changes which have 
taken place in the Government of France since 
This was done on his own mere motion, 
without the instructions of anybody, or without 


| a recommendation from any quarter calling for 


} 


its preparation. % He has also senta sort of analyt- 
ical digest, or résumé of the different penal codes 
of the several Governments of Europe, and that 
he predicates on a recommendation made, I think, 


by President Fillmore, that our penal code in the | 


was valuable, and one which should-go to the coun- || United States should be examined and revised. 
try under the sanction of the Senate, | would not || That was also of his own motion, grounded on the | 


have hesitated amoment in concurring in the reso- 


lution referred to us, and I would have been willing | 


to gratify my friend from Tennessee by awarding 


the number of copies desired. But, { take the 


ore that it is a dangerous precedent for this 
ody to establish, to publish every work thatany 
agent abroad may be disposed to transmit to the 
Departments. 
of American statesmen, ought to scrutinize every 


work before they give it the high sanction of the | 


vote of this body. I will not undertake to say 


that this work does not do credit to the author; | 
but I do undertake to say, that before it is sent to | 
the world under the sanction of this body, it should | 


undergo the rigid scrutiny of the Senate. 


When we publish a book it is not like sending | 


the work of an individual to the world. What 
right have we to take up a history compiled by 


any foreign agent, and publish it by our authority, | 
and yield to it our sanction, for the purpose of | 
giving it importance in the eyes of the community? | 


I hold that the Senate, as a body | 


hint in the President’s message. 
If the Senate had understood originally what it 


| was when it was communicated to the Senate, and 


i 


when the motion was made to print the usual num- 
ber of copies, | think the question of the propriety 


| of printing it at all, might well have been consid- 


ered. I doubt very much the propriety of a diplo- 
matic agent abroad undertaking, on his own mo- 
tion, to compile a work of this sort, to send to the 
country the products of his own labor, and then 
to have it sent to this body, and ordered to be 
printed at the expense of the Government, when 
it contains no information of any particular and 
immediate value to the country. And, sir, if I 
had been in the Senate when the report was pre- 
sented and laid upon the table, and | had under- 


stood it, | should certainly have questioned decid- || 
|} been published. 
As to the | 


edly the propriety of printing it at all. 
he work consists of two parts. 
first part, which is more curious than valuable, 


if | was for publishing the information that the |) probably, much good, inasmuch as the attention of 





report contains, I should prefer to publish thar 


because we cannot so well get at it. But eve 
Senator will see that it is not our business to col 
lect information of this description from oy, 
diplomatic agents, and print it for the oe 
_the country. With regard to the other part, if 
commission should be raised to reform our pe, j 
code, they would derive very little information ea 
a work of such a character as it is; they would 
go to the original codes to understand the subject 
and could make but very little use of beck an 
analytical index as this. With regard to both of 
them, my opinion was, and is, that the mistake 
was originally, and would be originally alw 
in reference to papers of this description 
thus uncalled for, from any of our diplomatic 
agents in the printing of them at all for circulation, 
In addition to that, I will refer merely to the 
little amount of money that is involved—¢100 fo, 
the additional copies, and $550 for the original 
printing. That would be of no particular conse. 
quence in the matter, but the precedent is some. 
‘thing. If we make ourselves merely a sort of 
committee here for the printing of the results of 
_ the labors of gentlemen abroad, in the diplomatic 
service of the country, upon matters which are 
, not of public advantage, and contain information 
that can be had by anybody seeking for it from 
other sources, we shall have enough on our hands 
to do; and in this case we shall be setting a bad 
example that may work very injuriously, 

This cannot be placed on the same ground as 
that on which commercial information is gathered 
|the results of which undoubtedly may be very 

beneficial to the country, and for that reason their 
publication by us may be justified. But inform. 
ation of this kind, which is merely professional 
and legal, could and would be studied and hunted 
| out by political and legal gentlemen. The print- 
ing of this document, | think, would be adopt. 
ing acourse of procedure in reference to these 
things which we should not adopt. It has been 
| said that it will cost only $100; but the amount of 
cost isof nosort of consequence. The commitice 
did not look at the expense. They looked merely 
at the thing itself; and we did not think we should 

be doing justice to ourselves or to the country, 
| whose money we have charge of to a certain extent, 
| by ordering the printing of an additional number 

of copies of a work, from which I can perceive 
| very little advantage to be derived. 

Mr. SEWARD. In regard to the setting of 
this precedent, I differ entirely from the honorable 
Senator from Maine. Itis, of course, a precedent; 
but a precedent which will beof very little service. 
But what is precedent? The precedent is, that 
we print, at the expense of the Government, in- 
formation deemed to be valuable, acquired byour 
| Ministers residing in foreign countries. That is 
| the extent of the precedent. Now, although we 
' have a great many Ministers in various countries, 


ays, 
» COMing 


‘} all over the world, I think that the number of 


| Congress, at, that time. 


| those who give their attention to such labors as 
those under consideration is very small. Mr. 
Sanford has devoted his attention to an important 
| subject, and has attained an extraordinary mass of 
information, which, it was thought, would be useful 
in some of the Departments of our Government, 
/and so has sent this report; and the question now 
is, shall we print it? 

My mind goes back to the case when Mr. Jef 
ferson sent home a great deal of valuable agricul- 
tural and political information, which he compiled 
whenin France. It was published, though not by 
I am sure that the pro- 
priety of publishing at that day what Mr. Jeifer- 
,son thus sent home has been admitted, because 
Congress has since ordered it to be published. — 

| recollect a second case, that of Chancellor Liv- 
ingston, who sent home information of vast value, 
‘and which gave a new impulse to the true policy 
and interests of agriculture in this country. | am 
, Sure that all will now ngrse that it would have 
, been better to have published that information at 
| the time it was received. 
|, Then I remember that the Hon. Mr. Wheaton, 
| now deceased, has given usa history of the law 
of nations. No money could ever have been ex- 
| pended in the United States more profitably than 
would have been expended if that history had 
l am sure, then, the publication 

of the information now in question will do no 
harm, while it may do some good; and I think, 


benefit of. 
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cress has already been directed to the subjects 
y hich are understood to be embraced in the report. 
Moreover, there is no probability that too many 
“¢ our foreign representatives will devote them- 
selves to labors of this kind. i 

" Mr. BADGER. I hope the Senate will order 


Con 


this report. It will be an increased expenditure 


f $00. 
ss Males, [Mr. Fessenven,] that the considera- 
tion of the expense is not a material item in the 
inquiry. A work of this kind may havea certain 
value attached to it which will make it very 
proper to expend $100 in the printing of it, but 
which certainly would not justify the expenditure 
of $10,000. I think, therefore, the expenditure 
is a material item to be taken into consideration, 


in agreeing or disagreeing to the proposition to | 


print. 


when published, will not answer the purpose for 
which it was suggested, in furnishing the aid 


necessary to assist in the compilation of our own | 
laws, or the revising of our own system, because | 


those persons who may be employed in the work, 


if they possess the requisite qualifications, will go | 
2 That they | 
will go there may be true, but the inference | 


to the original sources of knowledge. 


which is drawn from that fact, that this work will 
be of no service, I think is a mistake. In every 


investigation of that kind, no matter what may be | 
the qualifications of the men who are engaged in | 
its prosecution, the possession of a full analytical | 
digest, and specific reference to the different heads | 


of subjects which they may desire to consult, may 
be of use. etd : 
Atall events, this is but an expenditure of $100 


for the purpose of printing one thousand copies of | 


this book, which may be of service, which may 
be of general interest to the country, which may 
accomplish good, and which, as I think the Sena- 


tor from New York has justly said, can do no | 
I hope, there- 


harm by setting a bad precedent. 
fore, the Senate will agree to its printing. At all 
events, 1 would say that [~think we had better 


dispose of the matter in some way or other, or we || 
will spend more money in the value of the time | 


which we consume debating it than it would take 
to do the printing. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. It is not the amount 
that! am contending for. But I simpl 
say, thatthe publication of the works of the dis- 
tinguished gentleman who have been alluded to, 
made a great impression not only upon Congress, 
but upon the country; and the rare endewments 
of those gentlemen showed the propriety of per- 
petuating and handing them down to posterity. 
Now, I will ask the gentlemen who have dis- 
cussed this question, if there is a solitary man in 
the Senate who understands what he is voting 
for when he votes to increase the nu-nber pub- 
lished? ‘he honorable Senator trom Tennessee 
says he has never read the work; nor have I. 


You have, however, the unanimous report of the || 
committee against its printing; and I again ask | 


the Senate, if there is a Senator upon this floor 
who understands what is contained in that work ? 
The committee were at one time inclined to wait 
for the publication of the work, and examine it, 
before acting upon the proposition to print an 
extra number; and if we thought it creditable to 


the gentleman, and useful to the country, to agree | 


to that proposition; but on further examination, 
the committee determined unanimously, although 


with some hesitation, not to recommend an in- | 
creased number. That is the poist. If gentle- | 


men vote for the printing of the work now, they 
will be voting for that which they do not under- 
stand, and which the committee did not under- 


its index, 
its real merits, 
Mr. STUART. 


ay rid of the subject, I move that it lie on the 
e, 


Mr. WELLER. Let us havea vote. 
Mr. STUART. If there is a disposition to 
vote, | withdraw my motion. 


he question was taken, and the report of the 
committee was agreed to. 


RENOVATION OF THE HALL. 
Mr. STUART: I beg leave to submit the fol- 


Owing resolution: 





Now, I do not agree with my friend | 


wish to | 


If there is no other way of | 


| 


| that resolution at present. 





_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns to-morrow, it | 


shall be until Monday next. 


Mr. DAWSON. We had better not consider | 


If the House concur 


| in the resolution which we passed yesterday, there 





| was made this morning that the Senate would ad- 
| journ over from to-morrow to Monday. Several 
| gentlemen are going away—the Senator from 

| Michigan among others—and | think we ought 
| to have some understanding as to whether we 





| 


: , i || mittee of the Whole; and it will not be acted upon | 
The Senator from Maine says that this work, 


| lighter and more convenient ones placed here for 


| Mr. Foor 


stand, anaes what they obtained from a glance at | come with the expectation that we shall be obliged 


he Senate has no information as to | 








Mie . | will be no necessity for passing this. 
the printing of one thousand additional copies of || 


The PRESIDENT. 


If there be objection, it 


| cannot be considered at this time. 


Mr. STUART. 


I hope the Senator will not 


a to its consideration. 
My reason for it is this: If || 


Mr. DAWSON, 
the House agree to the resolution which we passed 
yesterday, there will be no necessity for taking 
up these carpets. - 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator from Georgia 


will not object to the resolution. There is no 


| prospect of the House acting to-day on the one 


which we passed yesterday. They are in Com- | 
to-day. I hope, therefore, he will withdraw his 
objection. I desire to make a suggestion to the | 
Senator from Michigan, that we shall adopt the 


| same rule which was adopted in the House, that 


these heavy chairs be taken out, and that we have | 


the summer. 

Mr. DAWSON. I should have no objection to | 
the resolution, unless the House should not concur 
in the rgsolution which we passed yesterday. If 
they do not concur, it would be proper for us to | 
adopt such a motion as this. 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
the resolution will be considered. The question | 
is on agreeing to the resolution. 

Mr. STUART. I desire simply to make a sug- | 
gestion in connection with the resolution, if there 
be noobjection. It is not expected that there will 
be a session to-morrow, but that the officers will 
meet here and adjourn withoutany regular session. 
| submit also, to the Senator from California, that | 
if he wishes his proposition adopted, he had better 
submit it separately. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope that both will be consid- | 
ered together. 

The PRESIDENT. That will be the effect of | 


the resolution. 


Mr.GWIN. Will the object which I desire be | 


attained without making the proposition specially ? 
The PRESIDENT. It will. 
The resulution was agreed to. 
Subsequently, in the middle of the speech of 


Mr. BADGER said: Mr. President, an order | 


} 


are to meet on Monday for the purpose of doing 
business, or to adjourn over to the succeeding | 


| Thursday. 


Mr. STUART. To adjourn over. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope it will be understood that 
we meet on Monday to do business. The Secre- 
tary says he can have the Hall in perfect order at 
that time. He can have the carpets taken up and 
the Chamber prepared for us; and I hope it isnot 
the intention of any Senator to be here, and not | 


| commence business on Monday. 


Mr. BADGER. Is it understood that we shall 
meet to do business? 

Several Senators. Yes! Yes! 

Mr. BADGER. Suppose we should not have 
a quorum. 

r.GWIN. Let us try that. 

Mr.STUART. Thereis no prospect of having 
a quorum. Gentlemen may come here disposed 
to do business, and I will come here too. will 


to adjourn without a quorum. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Not only will there be no 
quorum, but those who are taking this little recess 
now—which is but a short one—will not antici- 

ate being back, | am certain from what I have | 
Raivesial I have heard a number talk about it— | 
until to-morrow week; and as the House has not | 
acted on the resolution which we passed yester- | 
day, it is not probable that this will make much | 
difference in our proceeding with business. 


Senate adjourns on Monday next, it be to meet on 
Thursday next thereafter. 


|, act upon it. 


Mr. BADGER. By way of ascertaining what 
is the sense of the Senate, | move that when the | 
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lask for the yeas and nays on 


Mr. GWIN. 
the motion. 

Mr. DAWSON, I will make one suggestion 
which it is proper should go out to the country. 
This body is at least six weeks in advance of the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. GWIN. We have the two great questions 
of the age to discuss. 

Mr. DAWSON. And if we were to act on all 
the business before us it would still lie in a pile 
in the other House. If we take a little recess 
now for convenience and for comfort, in order to 
better dispatch the public business when we re- 
iurn, where is the impropriety? Why come here 
and do nothing; sit tor an hour or two and then 
adjourn upon the ground thatthe other branch of 
Congress is behind us? Why not let us take a 
little recess at once to reinvigorate ourselves, and 
come back better prepared for business? 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. It is with great diffi- 
culty we have kept a quorum for the last three 
weeks, or a month. came here shortly after 
the commencement of the session, and since [ 
came, I have been hereat all times. I agree with 
the Senator from Georgia. I am satisfied from 
what has occurred between other Senators and 
myself, that it is out of the question ‘to expect a 
quorum here on Monday. 

Mr. STUART. There is no prospect of it. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Iam compelled to leave 
here for the north, and I cannot promise to be 


|| back before the close of the week. To those of 


us who have been here in season and out of sea- 
son, and are literally fatigued and worn out, it is 
as little as ought to be extended to us, to give us 
yermission to be absent for that short time. 1] 
Sie conversed with several Senators, and my 
decided opinion is, that we need not hope to have 
a quorum hereon Monday. There are many im- 
portant questions before the Senate. I have con- 
versed with my honorable friend from California 
in regard to them. lam anxious to vote on every 
one of them; but, situated as | am, I am compelled 
to be absent, and I trust the understanding will be 
that we are not to expect a quorum on Monday. 

Mr.GWIN. This is an extraordinary com- 
menton what we heard yesterday from the denator 
from Michigan, (Mr. Sroarrt,]} and the Senator 
from Indiana, (Mr. Perrtrr,] that our tables were 
loaded down with business, that we were over- 
whelmed with business now ready for action. 

Mr. PETTIT. So we are. 

Mr. GWIN. I know there is business enoug h 
for us to commence on Monday morning at eleven 
o’clock, and work every day to the hour that a 


\| majority of this body has fixed upon for a recess, 


And | hope that in good faith, having indicated 
' the day on which we shall take a recess, we shall 
If I thought we were going to lose 
all the week 

Mr. STUART. I beg my friend to let me in- 
terrupt him. We had better either vote on this 
proposition or let the Senator from Vermont go on 
with his speech. 

Mr. GWIN., If he will give way I will move 
to go into Executive session. 


Mr. STUART. Let us have a vote. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Weiter 
in the chair.) The question is on the motion, 
that when the Senate adjourns on Monday next, 
it be to meet on the Thursday next thereafter. 

Mr. GWIN. I ask for the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken—resulted yeas 20, nays 16; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Cass, Clay, 
Clayton, Dawson, Evans, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, John- 
son, Jones of Tennessee, Norris, Pratt, Rusk, Seward, 
Slidell, Stuart, and Sumner—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Brodhead, Brown, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Douglas, Fessenden, Gillette, Gwin, Hamlin 
Hunter, Mallory, Pettit, Sebastian, Toombs, Walker, and 
Weller—16. 


So the motion was agreed to. 





PENSION FOR SERVICES IN EXECUTING THE 
FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 


The following resolution submitted yesterday 
| by Mr. Apams, was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions de instructed 

| to inquire into the expediency of providing by law a suitable 

pension for the support of the widow and children, if any, 

of the jate James Bachelder, of Massachusetts, who was 

, killed while assisting the marshal of the United States, for 
i that State, in exeeuting an act of Congress. 
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PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 

Mr. BADGER. It will be recollected that we 

assed a resolution on the 29th instant for order- 
ing the additional copies of the agricultural por- 
tion of the Patent Office yeport for the use of the 
Senate, to be printed by the printer of the Senate. 
Since that time, the two Houses have agreed to a 
provision in the deficiency bill which relieves the 
subject of our printing from the complication 
which has heretofore been attached to it. In order 
to avoid, if necessary, any conflict, I think it bet- 
ter, PeranDns that the Senate should rescind the 
reso 
olution order the printing of the additional copies, 
the consequence of which will be that they will be 
printed, of course, as directed by the amendment 
to the law contained in the deficiency bill. When 
the President has signed the deficiency bill, the} 
will be printed, of course, by the printer of this 
body, without giving the special direction. I 
therefore lay these resolutions on the table, but do 


ution adopted on the 29th, and by a new res- | 


| reconsideration of the vote of the Senate, adopting 


| the resolution to subscribe for five thousand and || 


twenty-two additional copies of the Congressional 
Globe and Appendix. 


It has been suggested to | 


i 
} 


' 


me by some gentlemen, that the reconsideration | 


of that vote would probably be attended with the 
same result as before. 


consume the valuable time of the Senate to no pur- | 


pose, I have consented to withdraw the motion to 
reconsider, if the Senate will give me unanimous 
consent to do so. 

Mr. CHASE. I hope that proposition will lie 


| over for the present. 


| withdrew his objection; and Mr. Bensamin, hy 


| unanimous consent, withdrew his motion to re- 
consider; so that the resolution stands finally 
passed, as follows: 


not ask for their consideration now, because they || 


would be liable to the same objection, if adopted 
to-day, as if adopted on the 29th. I will call 
them up as soon as we shall receive notice from 
the President that he has signed the deficiency 
bill. 

The resolutions are as follows: 

Resolved, That the resolution for printing certain addi 
tional copies of the agricultural portion of the Patent Office 
report, agreed to by the Senate on the 29th instant be, an | 
the same is hereby, reacinded. 

Ordered, That there be printed for the use of the Senate 


forty thousand additional copies of the same, with the plates || 


accompanying it, of which five thousand copies shall be for 
the use of the Patent Office. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had agreed to the report of 
the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses, on the bill to supply de- 
ficiencies in the appropriations for the service of 
the fiscul year ending the $0th of June, 1854. 

Also, that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the bill; which was thereupon signed by the Presi- 
dent pro tempore. 


STEAMER EL PARAGUAY. 
Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Commerce 


have directed me to report back the bill from the || 


House, to authorize a register to be issued to the 
steamer El Paraguay by a new name, without 
amendment, and to recommend its passage. | 
ask for its consideration at this time. 


The bill was accordingly considered as in Com- | 


mittee of the Whole. 

It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to issue a register to the American-built 
steamer El] Paraguay, by the nameof V. H. Joy. 
she having been condemned as unseaworthy, and 
sold in a Brazilian port, but is now lying at the 
port of New Orleans, and owned by an American 
citizen. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


NOTARIES PUBLIC. 
On motion by Mr. CHASE, the Senate, as in 


|| take the vote on this question. 


| 


Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- | 


tion of the bill supplementary to an act entitled 


‘*An act to authorize notaries public to take and | 
certify oaths, affirmations, and acknowledgments | 


in certain cases.’’ 


The object of the bill is to confer on notaries 


public in thé District of Columbia, the same pow- || given the strongest argument that could possibly 


ers as are conferred on notaries public in the States 
and Territories by the act mentioned. 

Mr. CHASE. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That notaries public 


be, and they are hereby, authorized to take depositions, and 
do other acts in relation to evidence to be used in the courts 


of the United States, in the same manner and with the same 
effect as commissioners to take acknowledgments of bail 
and affidavits may now lawfully take or do. 


The amendment was agreed to, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended, and the aniend- 
ment was concurred in. The bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read a third time, 
and passed. 

CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. BENJAMIN, during the pendency of the 


| 


| 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is 
| hereby, directed to contract with the proprietor of the Globe 
| for five thousand and twenty two additional copies of the 

Congressional GJlobe and Appendix for the present Con- 
gress. 


INDIGENT INSANE VETO. 


On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate resumed 
| the reconsideration of the bill entitled ‘* An act 
| making a grant of public lands to the several 
| States of the Union for the benefit of indigent in- 
| sane persons;”’ 
| President of the United States, with his objections. 
| Mr. HUNTER. 
on this bill. 1 can go on now if no other Senator 
wishes to proceed. If any other gentleman de- 
| sires to speak, I will give way. 

Mr. CASS. I design to say something on the 
bill. If the Senate are determined to vote at this 


| time, I will say it now; butif not, | would rather 


not speak at present. I am entirely ready to pro- 

| ceed, and will do so now if the Senate wish to 

| take the vote to-day. There are other gentlemen 
also, I believe, who intend to give their views on 
the subject. 

| Mr. GWIN. -I wish to make this suggestion: 

| That on Tuesday next, before we adjourn, we 


| fore the Senate for weeks, and should be disposed 
of. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


two minutes to get some papers, I will go on to- 


day. 
Mr. STUART. If the Senator from Virginia 
| will yield me the floor, I will move to postpone 
| the further consideration of this subject until to- 
| morrow or Monday. It is not justice to the Sen- 


| time. 
It is known to everybody that this bill cannot be 
| passed by a two third vote. Whatever importance 


uestion. Atwhattimethis shal! bedone, whether 


i 
| we are about to have, the Senate will! be full, and 
_ then we can go on with the discussion. There 
| views on this subject, and certainly it is desirable 
to have a full Senate to vote on it. I hope, there- 
| fore, the Senate will postpone its consideration 
until to-morrow or Monday. A day or two can- 
not be of much importence. 

Mr. GWIN. TheSenator from Michigan has 


| be used why the Senator from Virginia shoud go 
on to-day. If this question is to be further dis- 
cussed, why not discuss it now, when nothing 
else is pressing on us? [ hope we shall havea 
speech to-day, and on Monday, or Tuesday at 
| furthest, proceed to vote. 
ginia is ready to proceed, and in a few moments 
will be able to make his speech. He wants to 
put his views before the country, and he ought to 
have an opportunity of doing it now. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have certainly no wish to 
speak to-day; but I do not wish to delay action 
on this bill? I have something to say; I can go 
on to-day or at any time. 

Several Senators. Now! Now! 

Mr. HUNTER. This bill has been so often 

delayed because gentlemen were not ready to pro- 
ceed with its consideration that I feel bound, as I 











which had been returned by the | 


| propose to say something | 


It has been be- | 


If the Senate will allow me | 


When the bill was disposed of, Mr. Cuase | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| bill last mentioned, said: { moved the other day a was one of those who urged originally that it 


| geous circumstances. He then proceeded ¢ 
liver his views at large in opposition to 


|| veto message. 
Therefore, in order not to 





May 3], 
should have precedence over all other business 
to go on to-day though under some disadvanta. 
O de. 
the bill, 
President’s 


[The speech will be found in the Appendix 
Mr. FOOT followed in support of the bill, ang 
in opposition to the veto. : 
[The speech will be found in the Ap endix,] 
Mr. GWIN. [hope this subject will be assed 
over until to-morrow. I want to have an 


and in favor of the doctrines of the 


Xecu. 


| tive session. I therefore move to Postpone its 


| further Consideration until to-morrow. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REORGANIZATION OF THE NAvy, 


Mr. MALLORY. I desire informally to syp. 
mit several amendments to the bill for the reor. 
ganization of the Navy, which I reported from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs some days since 
These amendments are offered at the instance of 








this week or next week, cannot be of much im- | 
| portance. After the temporary adjournment which | 


| are several Senators who desire to express their | 


The Senator from Vir- | 


there is attaching to the discussion, therefore, is | 
| simply that which attaches to the importance a | 
member may feel to deliver his own views on the | 


the committee. I offer them now for the purpose 
of having them printed. 
They were ordered to be printed. 


MARINE HOSPITAL AND MINT, 


Mr. SL!IDELL submitted the following resoly. 
tions; which were considered by unanimous ¢op. 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be request. 
| ed to communicate to the Senate what is the present eon. 

dition of the building of the matine hospital, near New 
Orleans, and what sum will be necessary to put it into g 
perfect state of repair, and whether there be in his opinion 
such an inconvenience attending the present location of 
said marine hospital as to require the erection of a build. 
ing for that purpose at some other point. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be request. 
ed to communicate to the Senate what is the present con. 
dition of the building of the United States branch Mint a 
New Orleans; what sum will be necessary to put the same 
in a proper state of repair; and whether there be any sueh 
damage in the original structure as would, in his Opinion, 
consistent with wise economy, render it expedient to ereet 
a new building on the present site of said branch Mint. 


RAMSAY INVESTIGATION. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted in ref- 
erence to publishing certain papers connected with 
the Ramsay investigation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
will be entered on the Journal. 


; EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate proceeded 





|| to the consideration of Executive business; and, 
ator, nor to the Senate, nor to the country, to go | 


| into the discussion of this question at the present || 
There can be no particular haste about it. | 


after some time spent therein, the doors were re- 
opened, 
And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepyespay, May 31, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. Wittiam H. Misurn. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by the 
hands of Assury Dicks, their Secretary, !0- 
forming the House that the Senate had agreed to 
the report of the conferees on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill to supply the de- 
ficiencies for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1854. 

Also, that the Senate had passed an act (H.R. 
No. 318) entitled **An act to authorize the selection 
of schcol districts, in lieu of the sixteenth sec- 
tions, within the twelve miles square reservation, 
State of Alabama.”’ 

Also, that the Senate had passed an act (S. 372) 
entitled ** An act in favor of Charles D. Arfwed- 
son.”’ 





Also, that the Senate had adopted a joint res0- 
lution that the two Houses shall adjourn from the 
first Monday in July to the third Monday 
October. 

THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
bill; which thereupon received the signature of the 
Speaker: House bill No. 271, being ‘* An act to 
supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
hs of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1854. 
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7 THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
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After the word “‘labor,’’in the Senate amendment, in- | 


Mr. HENN. I object to taking it up. 


. || sert: x c 

Ay Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker, l ask that the || Provided further, That the commissions and allowances || aa SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
uae a an yropriation bill, with the Senate amend- ' authorized by this act shall be subject to the provisions of abama withdraw his motion / 

Nita. Indian apf to. be taken up, and committed to the || th forty-first section of the act entitled “ An act to reduee Mr. HOUSTON. 1 do not. I should prefer 
) de. ments pene 7 ad Méans The gentleman into one the several acts establishing and regulating the || that there should be a better attendance of mem- 
bill Committee of WAYS On een Ber Post Oflice Departmeut:” And provided further, That || bers when the question is taken on the adjourn- 
nt’s from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] who objected to || the Postmaster General may, in his discretion, dispose of 


that disposition of the bill, is willing, | understand, 
to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. ORR. 
withdraw my objection to that disposition of the 
Indian appropriation bill. I examined yesterday 
the precedents, and find that for fifteen years past 


1 am desirous, Mr. Speaker, to 


any quarterly returns of mails sent or received, which 
were made up previous to the first day of July, 1850, pre- 
serving the accounts current, and all vouchers accom- 
panying such accounts, and use such portion of the pro- 
ceeds thereof as may be necessary to defray the cost of 
separating and disposing of the same. 














ment than there is at present. Besides that, the 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. Perxims) yielded 
the floor yesterday that the deficiency bill might 
be taken up, and itis due to him that he should 
have an opportunity of Speaking to-day. I there- 
fore insist on my motion. 


‘sed h vlan it the Indi Mr. LETCHER. I hope the bill willbe printed, Mr. CUTTING. 1 hope it will be voted down. 
t has been the practice to commit the Indian || so that we may have an opportunity to see what CK : 
acl. i secines‘Wall tas the ” rw a || se: ; ; ; : Mr. BOCOCK. I ask for tellers on the motion 
j sppropriation bill to the Committee of Ways and | it is, and to compare it with the original bill. I 
its apy . h vill » of the gentleman from Alabama. 
Means. Previous to that time, it was the custom || have no idea of giving any such discretion as that Tellers were ordered; and Mesers. Asun and 
to have it re a eT aeeeee of a mentioned in the amendments to any officer. Oxps were appointed ; - 3 
Whole House; but 1 think it may be properly || Mr.OLDS. If the House will allow me, I || ~~ : th ’ 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. | will explain the difference between the amend- | Tne eee 39 taken; and the tellers 
ub fi ithdraw my objection to that dispo- nat | reported—ayes 96, noes 39. 
. | therefore wl aw my objec ) p ment of the Senate and the amendment proposed So the motion was agreed to. 
‘Or sition being made of it. by the House Committee on the Post Office and | . : 
om The bill was therefore committed to the Com- | Post Roads. | The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
ce. mittee of Ways and Means. Mr. HOUSTON. There is not a sufficient || Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
of PAY OF POSTMASTERS. number of members here to pass the bill now. (Mr. Bococx in the chair.) 
se ; . s | Mr.OLDS. As there may be some doubt of || PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. OLDS. I desire to report back from the there being a quorum present, I will withdraw the . 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads a bili for the present The CHAIRMAN. When the committee last 
bill which passed this House almost unanimously. STON. N ' rose, they had under consideration House bill No, 
It has been returned from the Senate, with amend- || Ras ee ae oo rs ie ps arte os 295, being a bill to provide for the construction of 
ln. ments; and I propose that the amendments be |! ;.,, 4 Commiittee of the Whols on th sed ue the Pacific railroad, upon which the gentleman 
n- concurred in, as the committee recommends such the Unies mathe from Louisiana (Mr, Perxtns}] is entitled to the 
concurrence. I suppose that the bill can be dis- | sr IW : . . _ || floor. , ys 
st. posed of in a few minutes, as there will be no ae eit el tee ek erate Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana said: I rise, Mr. 
in. opposition to it. H! me to introddee a bill ? ® Chairman, suffering from much physical debility, 
Cw Mr. LETCHER. Read the title of the bill, so | Mr. HOUSTON. I will. if he simply desires || discharge what | consider to bea duty. A few 
eo to let us know what the purport of it is. ae a iis , ply || months since, at the request of Speaker Boyp, I 
\ as to le ae to introduce and refer it 4 ow : 
of Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like | : ’ || introduced an amendment originally moved by 
id- to inquire, with reference to the Indian appropri- SURVEY OF PUBLIC LANDS IN KANSAS. himself, to the land bill of the gentleman from 
ation bill, which was before the House a moment } Mr. OLIVER then, by unanimous consent, in- || New York [Mr. Bennett] then pending before 
. ago, whether an order has been made as to the | troduced the following bill; which was read a first || this House. When I offered it, it did not occur 
at printing of the amendments adopted by the Senate? | and second time by its title, and referred to the || ‘9 me that it imposed upon me the responsibility 
ne Mr. HOUSTON. Noorder has been made on || Committee on Public Lands: || of its discussion. I must say, however, that after 
ch the subject. { ask for none. It is not usual in A bill to provide for the survey and sale of the || 2" examination of its principles and the guards 
: ‘committing a bill to a standing committee that it | public lands in the Territory of Kansas, and to-| thrown around. their applicatiun, I feel myself 
should be printed. These amendments are very | establish a land office therein. |, under obligation to the honorable Speaker for 
long, and it would be expensive to have them | e . having directed my attention to the bill. There 
printed; but if the House desire that they should || 'MPROVEMENT OF CAPE FEAR RIVER. | is a great dealin it that commands my respect, and 
: be printed, [ shall have no objection. || Mr. FULLER. If the gentleman from Ala- |! nothing to which I can object. It is my purpose 
. Mr. CLINGMAN. Then I hope that the | bama will allow me, | wish to make an adverse || to-day to discuss this bill. 1 would have spoken 
a amendments will be ordered to be printed, so that | report from the Committee on Commerce, and to || on it last week had not its consideration been 
the House may be able to act understandingly on | move that it be referred to the Committee of the || postponed. 
. them. : +4 | Whole. || The introduction of the subject of which it 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope not. The || Mr.COBB. Ifthe gentleman proposes to make || treats by gentlemen who have spoken in con- 
gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Cuixeman] | a report, and to refer it to the Committee of the || nection with the Pacific railroad, and the fact that 
4 will see, that if the amendments are printed now, || Whole, I think it would be proper that the com- || the public lands are under discussion at this time 
it will be necessary to reprint them iad the Com- || mittees should be called, and allow them an oppor- | in the other branch of Congress, and are, from pe- 
. mittee of Ways and Means shall report them back || tunity to report. _culiar circumstances, attracting attention through- 
with recommendations. And the proper time to |} Mr. FULLER. Ihave half adozen bills which || out the country, must be my apology for speak- 
have them printed is when. they shail be reported || I would like to report. || ing on the subject to-day. 
back. I. Mr. COBB. Then insist upon having a morn- There is imposed upon me, however, a higher 
Mr.CLINGMAN. I withdraw my objection. || ing hour, and you can do it. | duty which I must first discharge. 1 observed 
Mr. OLDS. The bill which [desire to have || Mr. ASHE. I hope the gentleman (Mr. Coss} | in the Intelligencer of this morning, an address, 
disposed of now, is an act regulating the pay of || will withdraw his objection. : signed by some five gentlemen, members of this 
deputy postmasters. The Senate have returned |) Mr. COBB. Oh, | will withdraw it. | body, Representatives from the. State of New 
tr this bill with an amendment; and the Committee || The bill was then read by its title, as follows: York, with only one of whom [ have any per- 
on the Post Officeand Post Roads have instructed || An act making further appropriation for the || sonal acquaintance, and only two of whom are 
t me to report an amendment to the Senate amend- | improvement of Cape Fear river, in North Caro- || known to me by sight. An address from a 
ment. | lina, ; | member of Congress to his constituents is ordi- 
The SPEAKER. If it be the pleasure of the || Mr. FULLER. . The committee report ad- narily a document somewhat sacred in its charac- 
. House, the Senate amendment will be read for in- || versely upon that bill, and I move that it be re- || ter. The relation existing justifies a freedom in 
h- formation. ferred to the Committee of the Whole. | the treating of public measures that, under other 
; The Senate amendment was then read, as fol- || No objection being made, it was so referred. | circumstances, might provoke criticism. With 
; ows: | __ ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS.  cndinpentdecas aachons lihgresataaenea 
Strike ont all after the word “ Provided,” to the end of | oa ; : 
. the bill, and insert in lieu thereof as follows : ||. Mr. a ee Before the sree from || and statements, however, in this address which, 
‘a Phat to any postmaster of a distributing office, at which || Alabama [Mr. ousTon] urges his motion, I | coming from Washington, and published by 
yn ee commissions, allowances, and emoluments, since the || should like to make a suggestion. it is this: I request in a paper of so cea an influence 
c. wend tae mates wed have hea doa Feat | consider it of the highest importance, in reference |) 44 the Intelligencer, the national crgan of a great 
i cessary expenses, and afford the postmaster | : : : . || 3 : ; ' 
My the annual compensation derived from commissions at the || bd the public business, that we eet now, if pos || party in thecountry, makes it necessary for me, 
| office before said 30th of March, the Postmaster General || sible, fix upon some day for ana Journment. As || a Representative from Louisiana, and having the 
) cain’ in his discretion, allow quarterly, fiom the date afore- respects myself it is somewhat a matter of indif- | floor on the morning of its issue, to say some- 
d- 1d, out of the postages collected at any such office, an || ference what day may be fixed upon. Bett until | hi 1 will 4 th ; f the add 
ther, ‘Thar ucient to supply such deficiency: Provided fur- || we do name the day, am satisfied that there will | Se ee ee eee 
“i Cea nl pumas @ tapasiting oflice; w ar '\ be little. if a eters eae a” jag ig a | upon which I intend to remark: 
; , ces, and emoluments may be found || , » 2 a. ; . 
ne insufficient to provide the extra labor necessary to a prompt || ment that a day is fixed, there will be a great | ne oa pe ee ee aunuiptentneed anon te 
in dispatch t pereormance of the duties of scbararing and || urgency in reference to the business before the | first of a series of measures, long premeditated and delib- 
master Geneeel oe . on Sepa ~ om —— aol | House, and we shall always, probably, have a || erately pursued, having for their object the formation of a 
th a a ee ee Th coathns | great sectional or southern party, of which the preseut Ex- 
€ postages collected » deem suf- || Majority, and a very large number of members 
ficient — ected at such office as he may deem suf- || Maj ’ b y ’ | ecutive designs to become the leader.” 
4 ofenst £0 compensate such extra labor. This actshall take || present, I think we can then dispdse of all the 
> one and bein force, from and after the commencement of || usiness before the House which requires action |} It proceeds: 
1g * next fiscal quarter after its passage.  ebrer a: ble ti \ , 
ie ; within a reasonable time. | In order to win the South and propitiate the favor of 
0 a ae OLDS. The Clerk will now rend the | _Mr. HENN. I objectto any debate, unless all | -her citizens, in addition to the repeal of the probibition of 
mendment i ll | slavery north of latitude 36° 30’, it is designed to obtain, re- 
1e the Post Ofice anid Poet R y oe eee || ee ae oa beard. qutnaes of expense to the National Treasury, additional 
e, an ost oads. Mr. CU ING. Agreed. Let us take the | wu tory frow Mexico. The Gad=den treaty, recommended 
The amendment was read, as follows: uestion up how. by the President to the Senate for confirmation, stipulated 
’ q P | by 
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n mere fragment of territory, tosmpply additional resources 
to the slave States. This treaty, modified in many essen 
tial partienlars, has been returned to Mexico, and is now in 
progress of negotiation ”” 

if the address had stopped here, although re- 
gretting such a charge from such asource, | should 
not have noticed it. It continues: 

“Jn pursuance of the same political scheme, it was de 
termined, at an early day, to acquire Cuba, utterly reck- 
leas of consequences. To that end a gentleman was se- 
lected to represent this country at the Court of Madnd, 
whose appointment occasioned alarm in the minds of Uiose 
who were acquainted with his disposition, manners, and 
political sentiments. Whether he attempted to open nego 
lations for the peaceable acquisition of Cuba, is not known, 
but it is certain that no success attended his efforts, if any 
were made. The seizure of the steamer Black Warrior by 
the authorities at Havana, afforded Mr. Soulé, as we are 
credibly informed, the opportunity to address a communi 
cation to the Spanish Government so insolent in its tone, 
s® peremptory in manner, and couched in language of a 
character 60 insulting, as to render compliance with his de- 
mands in the highest degree improbable.” 


Sir, this statement having appeared,and finding | Cuba by legitimate and peaceful means, but they | and yet, after what I have said, I feel very 


it before me on my desk, | could not, to-day, ad- 
dress the House on another subject without first 
alluding to it. 
A Member. Who are the persons signing it? 
Mr. PERKINS. Gentlemen will find the names 
of the persons signing it appended to it, in the 
National Intelligencer. 


anything, by the admission of all for his amiable 
| and courteous deportment towards all persons. 
| As to his manners, 1 most certainly, sir, never 
heard them before made the subject of criticism. 
Chat gentlemen may differ with him upon political 
queStions is natural, and such difference is alto- 
gether a proper subject of remark; but to go 
beyond this, in his absence, and under the pecu- 
liar circumstances in which he has been placed, I 
do not think in any degree just; nor do I believe 
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to pay Santa Anna the extravagant sum of $20,000,000 for || the estimation of my State; and if remarkable for || Now, thisisa very remarkable statemen 


it will be justified by the reflection of the gentle- | 


men themselves. 

But, sir, this address does not stop with this. 
| After declaring Mr. Soulé to be entirely unsuited 
| for the position which he holds—a position in which 
| they must excuse me for saying | think he has sus- 

tained himself in a manner calculated to reflect great 
credit upon his country—they declare they do not 
know that he has ever made an effort to acquire 


do know that be has made no advances toward suc- 
! ° ‘ : Oe , > 
cess! Now, Mr. Chairman, | certainly, with as 


deep an interest in this subject as either of these 
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opens in which it can be viewed. That the Bl y 
Varrior difficulty gave occasion for this! Whe 
sir, what had the South to do with the BI Ys 
Warrior difficulty? It was northern property es 
was seized. They were northern men who pee 
tested. I have in my.possession letters from ns 
stituents of these gentlemen, copies of those they 
sent to Mr. Soulé, urging him to immediate action 
and to the most peremptory tone. And yet ain 
for doing what they asked him to do; for doi ve 
what his position required he should do, withous 
a hearing, without waiting for information a 
the Government, without asking for it, without 
knowing but what it was ready to be given to 
them, they brand our Minister as inefficient ang 
unqualified for his position. 

Sir, | have nothing more to say upon this subject 
If Mr. Soule had been my personal enemy [ 
would have felt bound to say what [ have said. 


‘ ; ; unfitted 
to discuss the question which I intended to dis. 


CUuss. 
Mr. Chairman, I cannot conceal from myself 


gentlemen, and as a member of the Committee on |, that one of the measures referred to in this address, 


Foreign Affairs likely to learn something of our 
| diplomatic negotiations, know —_—e that will 
at all justify me in asserting what these gentle- 


as intended for southern aggrandizement, is the 
Nebraska bill. Sir, I voted for that bill. I regretted 
that it consumed so much time. ‘Tam glad that it 


Sir, | know nothing of these measures, or of || men have undertaken to assert. Sir, I deeply re, || has passed, and that we have now an Opportunit 


these efforts gentlemen speak of in connection 
with the formation of a great sectional party. 
Coming, as | do, from the extreme South, | have 
listened with deep attention to everything that has 
been said affecting southern institutions; and so 
far as my constitutional convictions would allow 
me, | have united in the efforts to secure, nota 
sectional advantage, but the enunciation of a great 
constitutional right. If that, sir, is one of the 
measures alluded to by gentlemen as designed to 
create a great sectional party, | must differ with 
them in opinion. 

With reference to the additional territories to be 
acquired from Mexico ‘ regardless of expense,” I 
have nothing further to say than to point to the 
fact that instead of the sum of $20,000,000 de- 


manded by the Mexican Government having been || 
agreed to, the amount has been reduced during || 


negotiations by the President and his advisers from 
420,000,000 to $10,000,000. 
attention, at least, to expense. 

But, Mr. Chairman, [ proceed. The address | 
says, that “*in pursuance of the same political | 
scheme, it was doberrpined atan early day to ac- | 


quire Cuba, regardless of consequences.’” What | 


political scheme? A scheme to propitiate the || ter has bid defiance to the common rules of good | 
| breeding? that he has disgraced himself, and in- 


South by the passage of the Nebraska bill; the 

purchase of Mexican territory, regardless of ex- | 
pense, and the acquisition of Cuba, regardless of | 
consequences, in order to build up a great sec- | 
tional party, of which President Pierce might be 

the head? Now, Mr. Chairman, | do not stand | 
here as the special friend of this Administration, | 
te Jaud General Pierce or any other man; but there | 
18 manifestly a very wide difference between these | 
gentlemen and myself in our estimate of both Gen- | 
eral Pierce and his Administration. 
President acts in accordance with principles which | 
i believe to be just and national, | give him my | 
support. When he utters a sentiment which is 
noble and patriotic, I adopt it; and if it falls | 


within my line of argument to do so, I repeat it, || 


giving him eredit for having uttered it. With the | 
political epinions, however, of these gentlemen, | 
or with their disposition towards the President, I 
have no concern. 

But the address proceeds; and, speaking of a | 
distinguished gentleman from my own State, | 
engaged abroad in the service of his country, and | 
necessarily precluded from making any defense | 


for himself, arraigns before the country his dis- || lent” and “ insulting’’ letter, [ am assured still | 


position and his manners, as well as his political | 
opinions. 


Now, Mr.Chairman, of this I have something to | 


say, and it is this: that [ regard such an attack as || 


neither manly, chivalric, nor in accordance with 
that courtesy towards persons in Mr. Soulé’s po- 
sition, which | am led to believe has been the | 
characteristic of gentlemen occupying prominent | 
positions upon this floor. 





Sir, 1 am not the particular friend of Mr. Soulé. || 


Tam not in correspondence with him. | knew 
him at the New Orleans bar, as a younger mem- | 
ber of the bar would know a man much older; | 
distinguished by his talent, by his history, and in | 


This indicates some || 


gret these allegations. An importance will be 


attached to them abroad that they do not deserve- | 
and that it was never intended they should have. | 
They, by implication, not only say that our Min- || the North to the South, I would have refused it as 
ister at Madrid was unfitted, by his known opin- || the measure of southern rights; 1 would have pro- 
| ions, for the position he occupies, but that he has | 
been, since his appointment to Madrid, personally || was intended by the legislation of 1850, | was will. 


| inefficient and indisposed to negotiate for the in- | 


terest of the country. 


The address proceeds: ‘‘The seizure of the | 
Black Warrior by the authorities at Havana af- || left this House on the night of our final vote upon 


forded Mr. Soulé, as we arecredibly informed, an || 


| opportunity to address a communication to the 
| Spanish Government, so insulting in tone, so per- 


of directing our attention to matters of pressing 
practical importance. I say 1 voted for it; | gaye 
for ita silent vote. But, as a matter of grace from 


tested against it; but, as the interpretaiion of what 
ing thatit should be entered upon the records of the 
‘country. I could not and cannot, however, share 


in any elation at its passage. On the contrary, | 


it with feelings of deep uncontrollable sadness: 


| sadness, not such as sprang from a contrastof the 


fleeting nature of man, with the record of a great 


enptory in manner, and couched in language of a || eternal principle about which chafe for the moment 


ble.”? ** Weare credibly informed?’’ Now, how 
credibly informed? Can any of these gentlemen, 
if they are present, rise here and let us have 


|| character so insulting, as to render compliance |) his fiercest passions and then subside; but sadness 
with his demand in the highest degree improba- |, in theconviction that the South was indeed doomed 


if a measure intended as an interpretation of a 
great constitutional right, applicable to the North 
as well as to the South, and designed to restore 


the advantage of this credible authority. Who is || equality between the States, was for that reason to 


he? Itcomes notfrom the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 
State. Where does it come from? ‘* We are 
| credibly informed’? of what? That our Minis- 


ferentially, and as a natural consequence, reflected 
| disgraceupon thecountry? ‘*Credibly informed !” 
| And all this, sir, is to go forth to thecountry with 
the weight and character which attaches to those 
gentlemen as members of this House. I say noth- 
ing in reference to their standing or their estima- 
tion. I have every respect for them as members 
of this House. 1| know nothing further of them. 
I deal with them only as I read their expressions 


| They say that our Minister has been ‘ insolent!”’ 


|| —a term which carries with it a menial idea. 


| ** Peremptory in manner!” ** Couched in lan- 


| probable!”? Why, sir, to a reflecting mind, this 
| sentence has within itself its own refutation. Cas- 
| tilian pride is a problem. It was only a few eo 
| since the representative of Great Britain left Mad- 
| rid at two hours notice, under compulsion, and at 
| night, after penning a letter which, by indirection, 
| reflected upon the Spanish Government. And 
| yet, sir, Mr. Soulé, notwithstanding his “ inso- 


| remains there. Perhaps gentlemen are ‘‘ credibly 
| informed”? that he has received his passports ! 

| But, sir, there is one other thing in this address 
| to which I must allude: I will not read it to the 
| House, It is extended through some twenty lines, 
| and states that the Black Warrior difficulty gave 
| Soemener for this action of Mr. Soulé, and that 
| there is an intention, in order to add slave territory 
to the Union, to force the Government into a war 
with Spain, and that this purpose is so selfish, so 
| entirely for soUTHERN aggrandizement, and to make 
| capital for political traders, that they cannot unite 
| in any such scheme; but that, under other cir- 


| cumstances, they would unite in acquiring Cuba. 


° 


It comes not from the Secretary of | 


guage so insulting as to render a compliance im- | 


| 








| 





|| was 


be regarded as a southern triumph. Let me be 
not misunderstood. I appreciate the stern and 
manly sense of justice which prompted many men 
of the North to vote for that bill. I recognize in 
their conduct a disposition to do justice to the 
'South. But, sir, as a southern man—as one bom 
| under southern institutions, and whose feelings 
and interests naturally first centre there, could | 
be insensibije to the fact of our diminished infu- 
ence in the legislation of the country, when we 
were expected to exult even at the disposition to 
'do us tardy justice. There was a time, M. 
| Chairman, when the Constitution of the land was 


| our security and our justice, and Congress did not 


J ons || hesitate to grant protection to southern as well as 
When the | in this address, and as | would deal with similar | 


expressions, if uttered by any other members. | 


| to northern property. 
Can Congress do so now? Weare referred to 
the courts. How long think you this refuge will 
_remain to us? Sir, I dropthe subject. 1 am sick 
of this constant effort to place the South in a false 
position. Gentlemen have nothing to fear from 
| southern aggrandizement. ‘ 
1 am glad the gentleman from California {Mr. 
| McDoveatt] has brought before us the subject of 
the Pacific railroad, and has advocated it upon prin- 
_ ciples at once broad and statesman-like. 1 congratu- 
| late the country, too, that the reply made yesterday 
in opposition to it coming from the quarter it did, 
[Gerrit Smiru,) was accompanied, with no ex- 
pression of sectional jealousy such as I regret to 
| find characterising the address upon which | have 
‘commented, The Pacific railroad, as urged by 
the gentleman from California, is a great national 
measure, and I desire to have the General Govern- 
ment, aid in its construction. I think there are 
| modes in which this aid can be constitutionally 
given, and I trust its construction will not be 
associated in any way with party or sectional feel- 
‘ing. The remark of the gentleman from New 
York [Gerrir Smirn,] that he would vote (0 
purchase Mexican territory if necessary for 1s 
construction, even for the benefit of the South, 
triotic and statesman-like. I wish all our 
legislation could be done in this spirit. 


‘ 
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Mr PECK HAM. I desire to say only a word 
appnection with the remarks made by the gen- 


I am one 
ioners of this address; and so far as regards 

. remarks that have been made concerning Mr. 
g yulé, it was not my intention, or that of any one 
of the gentlemen who have signed the address, to 
reflect, in any degree, upon his personal character 
and standing. And perhaps the word ** manners”’ , 
here, as introduced in the sentence speaking of 
«the disposition, manners, and sentiments ”’ of 
Mr. Soulé, might as well have been omitted. His 
manners are the manners ofa gentleman, certainly. } 
But, speaking of his political sentiments on that 
subject, proof might be adduced to support the 
allegation, if it were deemed at all important or | 
necessary. ; ‘ 

So far as regards his action at the Court of || 
Spain, | do not mean to say anything further as || 
yet, except to refer to that which is known to 
probably every gentleman in this House. Every || 
ventleman in the House is aware of his action as 
published in the newspapers. There is no allega- 
tion here that this is personally known to us as a /| 
matter of fact. ‘The statement is made from what | 
we deem to be credible authority—from the in- 
formation that has been derived on the subject 
from all the public papers, and which we have |, 
never seen contradicted. In regard to all these 
matters [ spall hereafter, if 1 deem it proper, take | 
occasion probably to present such facts as shall 
illustrate the true position of things. 

So far as regards the efforts as to Cuba, it is not 
proper for me to take up the time of gentlemen 
now. What I know on that point 1am very will- | 
ing to state here, and to explain at length when |); 
an occasion may call for it; but this | must defer 
to another occasion. 

Mr. PERKINS. I should like, Mr. Chair- | 
man, to hear the explanations of the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Peckuam] on this subject. 
] regret that I cannot give him more time, but he 
will have an opportunity when I am through with | 
my remarks. His retraction of any intention to | 
personally reflect upon our Minister at Madrid, || 
is what | was led to expect from my slight ac- | 
quaintance with the gentleman. 

Mr. Chairman, I regret that the subject of Cuba, || 
the acquisition of territory from Mexico, and the 
Nebraska question, should be coupled together || 
in the minds of gentlemen as sectional measures. 
In the acquisition of Cuba, in the construction of || 
a Pacific railroad, and in the opening of com- 
mercial relations with the South American States, 
] recognize three of the most practically import- | 
ant, and most national measures that can at this || 
time engage the attention of American statesmen. 

I wish public attention throughout the whole 
country could be directed to them. If the entire 
South should unite in advocating any one of these 
measures, this circumstance should not awaken a 
sectional jealousy. lL wish, indeed, it were possi- 
ble to have the South so united, and that it could || 
be made to feel that its influence in the Union, || 
always greater from the philosophy of its poli- 
ties than from numbers, requires now to be sus- | 
tained by the development of her material re- 
sources. { would not have her abate any of her || 
revered@e for the Constitution; her security, as || 
that of every minority, depends upon a rigid 
observance of its provisions. But there are ener- | 
gies in a people far beyond the influence of || 
constitutional opinions, that should be made to | 
tell upon the future. And is the South to be || 
branded as selfish and sectional in her views, if 
she advocate for once a great practical measure? || 
Sir, she will occupy a most peculiar position, if 
she does not support the Pacific railroad. Living 
under a Constitution designed to establish justice 
and promote the general welfare, we witness, | 
every day, efforts on this floor, to use the whole 
power and moral force of the Government for the 
destruction of southern property. Asserting that 
taxation shall be uniform and equal, the South is, 
by indirection, paying much the largest portion of | 
the income of the Government. Contending for an 
interpretation of the Constitution, which forbids |! 
the General Government becomingamere moneyed || 
machine, and applying the public funds for sec- 
tional objects, her interpretation is strictly applied 
only to herself, and practically dieregashed to- 


aman from Louisiana, [Mr. Perkins.} 


' 


of right? 


| she hag given to others. 
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Hall but in it. But such united action does not 
necessarily imply sectionalism. It may be re- || 
quired to prevent it. 

Recollecting, Mr. Chairman, the influence of the 
South in the formation of this Federal Govern- 
ment, the guarantees of right which were intended 
to be secured her by the Constitution, and the 
gradual growth of a false public sentiment at the 
North, operating through that instrument each | 
year with additional force to weaken these guar- 
antees, and listening, at the same time, to the con- 
trasts between the North and the South so fre- 
quently drawn of late by northern men in debate | 
on this floor, and sent out from here by speech or | 
address, as in the one from which I have just read 
extracts—sometimesterming the South aggressive, 
and sometimes condemning her political opinions || 
as abstractions, and sometimes her social institu- 
tions as criminal—I could not but recall the re- 
marks of an eloquent Frenchman, ata recent date, 
in defense of the humiliated spirit of France | 
against the material developmentof England. But | 
slightly paraphrased, the South may use them in 
no unkind spirit towards the North. ‘Are we 
not,” said he, ‘* the sons of those who, by the 
effort of a heroic nationality,’’ did the world’s 
work in establishing for every nation the gospel | 
of equality in the Declaration of Independence? 

Did our fathers mean, by the fraternity ex- 
pressed in that instrument, that vague, undefined 
sympathy which welcomes and loves everything; 
which mingles, bastardizes, confounds. Would it 


| not be a marvel to see the people who but lately 


reared the beacon light of the future, to which the 
eyes of the world are turned, walking submis- | 
sively, and without a murmur, under a sacrifice 


Well may northern gentlemen ask, with a smile, | 
what are the results of southern activity, south- | 
ern commotion, and southern political struggles? 
Behold the South, if you please, as you have de- | 
scribed her, seated on the ground, like Job, and 


| your northern States coming, one by one, to ques- 


tion, to comfort, or it may be, to taunt her. 
‘* Where are your ships and your machinery?” 
asks one. ‘* Where your enterprises of indus- 


| try?” asks another. ‘* Where your literature and 
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art?’? asks another. ‘‘ Kind sisters,’’ says the 


| French writer, ‘* who come thus to question and | 


comfort’’ the South, permit me to answer you. | 


| She is ill, you see, and there she sits with droop- || 


ing head, unwilling to speak. Did you pile up 
all the blood—the.gold—the efforts of every kind, 


|| disinterestedly expended by each for the advance- 


ment of the whole, the pyramid reared out of her 
would reach the skies; whilst all of sacrifice that 
could be piled up out of you would reach no higher || 
than a child’s knee. 
Say not, then, how pale the South is. She has 
shed her blood for you. Say not how poor she 
is. For you she has given without counting; and 
having nothing more to give, she has given her 
soul, the latent heat of the Constitution; and it is 
on that youlive. All that is now left her is what 


Are you surprised that she reverences the Con- 
stitution, and that, trusting in it as her best security | 
for the present, and her surest guarantee in the 
future, she is ready to protest against its slightest 
violation? It is in this spirit, and not in that of 
either a selfish fear or a narrow, calculating sec- 
tionalism, that the South has, with such a united | 
front, aided the North to put down the dark spirit | 
that, rising up in their midst, engendered by a | 
gloomy fanaticism, has sought recklessly to strike 
at institutions in whose existence are involved the || 
happiness and prosperity, not of one section, but | 
that of the whole Union. 

But I will leave this subje:t, hoping that the 
gentleman who has sought the floor will take an 
early seeees to give that explanation which 
he has said will be given. 


Mr. PECK. Will the gentleman give way for 


a moment? : | 
Mr. PERKINS. I will with pleasure, for a 
moment. 
Mr. PECK. I simply desire to say, that I re- 
fer the gentleman and the House for the political | 
sentiments of Mr. Soulé, to his speech in the | 


Senate on Cuba. 


Mr. MAURICE. Will the gentleman from 


| it with feelings of sadness. 


}| to the effect of his explanation. 


— upon us as an act of necessity. 


| which | hope are satisfactor 


| tleman ; 
| be glad to hear the gentleman in reply. 
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filled with statistics, on the subject of the public 
lands, end I came to the Llouse this morning, in- 
tending to speak on that subject, but as the gentle- 
men from New York appear desirons of replying 
to what I have said, { will, with the permission 
of the House, deliver at another time, or publish, 
as | may — the remarks I intended to make. 


[ now yield the floor with pleasure to the gentle- 
man from New York. 


Mr. MAURICE. Mr. Chairman, the remarks 


|| made by the gentleman from Louisiana, on an 
|| address purporting on its face, to be directed ex- 


clusively to our constituents, come, it seems to 


| me, with a bad grace from a volunteer defender of 


an act which he says himself, he regarded with 
feelings of sadness when he left this Hall after its 
passage. 

Mr. PERKINS. Thegentleman will allow me 
to correct him. I did not regard the passage of 
that act with anything but satisfaction, or vote for 
What I regarded with 
sadness was the idea that we of the South should 
be expected to exult at it as a southern triumph. 
1 did not desire that it should hereafter be consid- 
ered as indicating the extent of southern rights, 
nor referred to, as the Missouri compromise has 
been referred to in recent debate, as a southern 
measure. 

Mr. MAURICE. The gentleman is welcome 
It does not, it 
seems to me, present the matter in any very dif- 


| ferent light. 


I did not come here to-day, sir, either prepared 
or intending to say one single syllable in defense 
of an act which our duty to our constituents im- 
If 1 had 
ad an opportunity, during the progress of the 
debate, idanmenian my sentiments in relation to 
the Nebraska and Kansas bill, | would, perhaps, 
never have troubled my constituents or the gentle- 
man from Louisiana with any remarks in relation 
to that bill, in the form of an address. 

The gentleman, after commenting in terms 
to him on one por- 
tion of the address, proceeded to say that if we 
had stopped there, although he could not sub- 
scribe to the sentiments expressed, he would not 


| have felt it incumbent upon him to have drawn 


the attention of the House to the subject; but that 
as a Representative of the State of Louisiana— 
and poe me to say here, that I regard the 
members from the State of Louisiana, and partic- 
ularly one gentleman representing that State, with 
higher feelings of regard and esteem than any 
other gentleman upon this floor, save those who 
come from my own State—as a Louisianian he 
felt it incumbent upon him to defend the present 


| Minister to Spain from what he supposed to be 
| uncalled for assaults upon that gentleman, and he 
| even went so far as to say that they were neither 
| **manly”’ nor * chivalric.”” 


Now, I put it to the gentleman, whether there 
is one single word in all that we have said in rela- 


| tion to the Minister to Spain, that is not fully 


warranted bythetruth? Did not hisappointment 
as Minister to Spain awaken alarm and apprehen- 
sion? Did not the known opinions and political 
sentiments of that gentleman induce a feeling of 


| dread and apprehension that was not confined to 


the North? Did it not extend over the whole 
country ? and has it not been fully justified by the 
results? ‘The conduct of that aanelalah since he 
has been at Madrid, has brought anything but 
honor upon the American name. I ask the gen- 

rent Lousiana, if it is notso? I should 


Mr. PERKINS. The gentleman from New 


| York has asked me a question, and desires an 


answer. I will give him one, but-l should prefer 
doing so after the gentleman has concluded hia 
remarks. 

Mr. MAURICE. I will proceed then. The 
next passage in the address, to which the gentle- 
men from Louisiana chooses to take exception, is 
that portion wherein we allude to the fact, not as 
a matter coming within our nal knowledge, 
but of which we had credible igformation, that the 
Black Warrior at Havana afforded to Mr. Soulé 

| the opportunity of addressing a communication 
| to the Spanish Court ‘‘ so insolent in tone, so 
| peremptory in manner, and couched in language 


wards all other portions of the Union. Under | Louisiana yield me the floor for one single obser- | of acharacterso insulting, as to render compliance 
such circumstances, there is a necessity for the vation ? || with his demands in the highest degree improb- 
South to have united action not only out of this|| © Mr. PERKINS. [ have prepared a speech, || able.’ The gentleman from Louisiana tikes a 
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great deal of credit upon himself for being a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
ignorent of the fact that such a communication 
was sent? 

Mr. PERKINS. 
the gentleman. 

Mr. MAURICE. The gentieman Stated that, 
being on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, he 
was entirely ignorant that such a communication 
was ever sent. 

Mr. PERKINS. What communication ? 

Mr. MAURICE. The communication in re- 
lation to the Black Warrior, addressed by Mr. 
Soulé to the Spanish Government. 

Mr. PERKINS. I never intended to say avy 
such thing. I spoke of an insolent communica- 
tion. 

Mr. MAURICE. The great objection the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana takes to our address is, 
that we state that a communication, insolent in 
tone and insulting in manner, was addressed to 
the Spanish Government. I ask the gentleman 
whether it has not been published in all the news- 
papers from the London Times even down to the 
Washington Union? [Laughter.] Whether, in 
fact, the correspondent of the London Times did 
not publizh a letter in which he describes almost 
every one of the demands, and gives us the lan- 
guage in which they are couched; and whether the 
gentleman from Louisiana, in his capacity as a 
member of the Committee on Foreign Aflairs, 
could not go to the Secretary of State and receive 
information confirmatory of these facts? We do 
not state them as matters within our knowledge, 
but as matters of which we had credible informa- 
tion; and I believe as religiously as I believe any 
fact, that the gentleman has only to proceed from 
his seat in this Hall to the Department of State to 


I did not hear the remark of 


derive the most convincing evidence of the truth || 


of our assertions. 

I did not propose when I rose to say anything 
more than simply to make a single remark, be- 
cause | have made arrangements to go home this 
afternoon. 
Congress after the recess, I will take occasion, if 
it shall become necessary, to vindicate every sen- 
timent and every word contained in the address. 

Mr. PERKINS., As the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Maurice] seems to expect a reply, I 
will make one, although I do not conceive that 
one is required, for he has so modified what were 
positive, or what appeared to be positive, asser- 
tions into mere matters of opinion, that I am dis- 
posed to leave his remarks as the best explanation 
of the address. 


Mr. MAURICE, (interrupting.) They are | 


expressly stated in the address as on information. | 


Mr. PERKINS. Yes, ‘‘ on credible informa- 
tion.’?” When members of Congress, however, 
Mr. Chairman, issue from Washington an address 


to their constituencies, stating as facts matters of || 


which they ‘‘ are credibly informed,’’ something 
more is generally understood than mere newspa- 


per reports. I certainly attached more importance | 


to the statements of the address than I could pos- 
sibly have done to any mere newspaper article; 
and J have no doubt that gentlemen will find that 
their dignity and character as representatives of 
New York will give to what they have asserted 
on ** eredible information”’ an importance through- 
out the country altogether beyond what it will 
have, when known to be only the repetition of 
something that the London Times has said. 

One other word, Mr. Chairman. 1 wish the 
gentieman from New York {[Mr. Mavrice} to 
know, that whether he designs it or not by his 
question, he will get no reply from me as a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Foreign Affairs which, 
by inference or in any way, will give information 
on the subject of thisdebate. If he addresses him- 
self to the chairman of that committee, and he (the 


chairmen) thinks it desirable or necessary that | 


any statement should be made, he will, no doubt, 


make it. The gentleman refers me to the Secre- | 


tary of State, if I desire to be thoroughly informed, 


on such and such a point, in regard to the course’ 


parsued by our Migisterat Madrid. Sir, 1 do not 
wish to be obliged to go beyond the gentleman’s 
own statement. 1 am not here as the special guar- 
dian of the character of our Minister at Madrid. 
i do net deal with men but with principles, nor do 
I discuss mere opinions; but I will say to the gen- 
tleman from New York, lest his pointed expres- | 
sion should have more weight than ought to be | 





Is he } 


} 
} 


attached to it, that passing by the Secretary of 


| State’s office this morning, on my way to the 


House, and just after having read his address, I 


| inquired, in the proper quarter, if our Minister at 


Madrid had conducted himself ina manner to merit 


| such language as has been applied to him; and the 


reply I received was, that information of no such 
conduct had been received at the State Depart- 
ment, nor had there been any thing stated by the 
State Department from which such conduct might 
be inferred. After this, sir,it may be supposed I 
was surprised to jearn that the ‘* credible inform- 
ation,’’ spoken of in this address, was noffing 
more than newspaper report. Animagination has 
crossed my mind, The gentleman may consider 
my statement of it unkind, but it is not meant as 


| unkindness, nor will 1, by mentioning it, attribute 


the wrong involved in it to him or to either of the 
gentlemen who signed the address; but, Mr. Chair- 
man, it must be known to this House and to the 


| country that there prevails a very general impres- 


sion throughout the country that England and 
France sometimes assume to represent the interests 
of Spain; and that information with reference to 
Cuba and with reference to our Minister at Madrid, 
is frequently disseminated through these sources, | 
and by some unreflecting persons esteemed cred- | 
ible. Itis clear that some such inference, as to | 
the credible authority, might have been drawn | 
from the representation of the gentleman who de- | 
fends the address here to-day, had he not distinctly 
stated that his information was drawn from the 
London Times and other papers, 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Mr. Chairman, the | 


| reference made in this debate to the paper which | 


j 


| 
| 


has, for the first time, appeared this morning in 
the columns of the National Intelligencer, over the | 
signatures of certain members from New York, 
certainly strips this question, altogether, of the 
local character which one of these gentlemen at- 
tempted to give it. It has been represented to this | 
c 


| committee, by one of the gentlemen who have | 


| spoken in reference to it, that this address was de- | 


When I return, at the meeting of || 








| in so doing upon credible evi 





signed for the constituents of the signers; and yet | 
we see it paraded in one of the leading papers of | 
this city, for the general reading of the whole | 
country, and for the purpose of producing a gen- | 
eral effect. Well, sir, 1 take this occasion to re- | 
mark that I hope the gentleman will not any more | 


| attempt to intimate, either by direction or indirec- | 
| tion, that in preparing this address they were | 
| merely actuated by the desire to reconcile them- | 
|| selves with their constituencies. I hope that gen- | 
| tlemen will always act on the square, and come up | 


manfully to the question, and not affect, for an in- 
stant, to desire to be thought that in their action | 
they were desirous to limit its effect to their own 


| constituencies, and not to carry out a general 


object. 

I say, sir, that this address was intended to 
have its effect upon public sentiment. I say it 
was designed to do injury, deep and vital, to the 
Democratic party. 1 wish it distinctly under- 
stood, and I wish the country to understand it, 
that the gentlemen who subscribed this paper can 


| no longer hold themselves as a part and parcel of 


the Democratic party. [Laughter.] 
» Mr. PECKHAM. Oh, don’t! don’t! [Renewed | 


| laughter.) 


Mr. SMITH. Gentlemen may laugh, but, as 
a distinguished gentleman once said, there are 
many sorts of laughter; and, my life upon it, if 
there is proper intelligence and patriotism among 


| their constituents, theirs will be that kind of laugh- | 


ter which was happily denominated by a cele- | 


| brated gentleman now no more, as the sardon- 


icus risus. 

I wish I had time to read to the committee the 
extraordinary statements of this paper. 
open, direct, and most characteristic attack upon | 
the Democratic party, as I contend, and upon the | 
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address. 


| the aim, and 


| 


It is an || 


Administration as its chief. And not satisfied || 


with that, it undertakes to rake up all the tattle || 


and scandal of the country—all the Abolition tattle | 
and scandal of the country—for the Report of | 
getting up a prejudice against the Democratic | 
ty, and against the friends of the Nebraska | 
ill. Butthatis notall. It has assailed a dis-| 
tinguished representative of our country at a for- || 
eign Court—the Courtof Spain. And here, in the || 
face of the world, they say they justily themselves | 
idence. Now, sir, | 

when a gentleman, upon the respensibility of his 
name, in dealing with his constituents, says he |! 
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does a thing upon credible evidence, he is bound 

as a man, as a gentleman, and as a citizen to be 
prepared to show that evidence, and to make 7 
good. The only evidence upon this subject whi h 
they have, is that which has been stated here b 

the gentleman from New York, [Mr. PEck:] and 
what isit? It is the sentiments which Mr. Soule 
uttered in a speech which he delivered when : 
was a member of the Senate, and before his a : 
pointment as a representative abroad. The, 
then, is the evidence they have upon which to 
found these charges. That is the evidence, gq : 
one, while another speaks of evidence collected 
from the newspapers of the country. Upon this 
unsubstantial evidence—this evidence, as baseless 
as the fabric of a vision, gentlemen, gravely deal 

ing with their constituents, with whom the : 
ought to deal with candor, have relied to pampe, 
the appetite and the unenlightened prejudice of 
those they represent. 

We had it rumored, Mr. Chairman, rumored I 
say—and thosegentlemen, I suppose, wil! recognize 
the validity of that kind of testimony, of course—we 
had itrumored through this city that there was to 
be a great gathering of the political elements of this 
Hlouse opposed to the Nebraska bill; and it was 
rumored that the northern Whigs were inducin 
certain gentlemen, the * Softs,’’ as they may be 
called, of the Democratic party—and I do not 
refer to the New York ‘‘Softs” by their late party 
designation, but to the term as prope descrip. 
tive of weak and feeble members of the Demo. 
cratic faith—we had it rumored, I say, in the 
streets of this city, that there was to bea great 
gathering of all the elements of opposition, and 
that as many Democrats weré to be drawn into 
the scheme as practicable, forthe purpose of get. 
ting upa grand manifesto, a grand appeal to the 
country, thereby to crush all those who dared to 
assist In the passage of the Nebraska bill. Well, 
we heard a great deal about it and there was some 
impression made, but it had died away, asI sup- 
posed, when lo and behold ! this address appeared 
this morning. Montes parturiunt, nascitur ridicu- 
lus mus! It has all ended in the production of this 
address, Sir, these gentlemen have referred to 
mere newspaper rumors a3 testimony, and I will 
answer for it, although I do not pretend to speak 
by any sort ofauthority, that when the real facts 
come to be known, the opinion which they ex- 
press in regard to the conduct of our representa- 
tive at Madrid will be found to be utterly un- 
founded and unwarranted. 

I must be permitted, sir, to express my deep re- 
gret that these gentlemen, incommunicating with 
their constituents, should have thought proper to 
refer to such feeble and insufficient testimony as 
that upon which they rely. They could have had 
no purpose to enlighten their constituents by that 
Composed as it is of the most extraor- 
dinary statements and allegations, and of the most 
extraordinary array of testimony, I say that they 
could have had no purpose—none under the sun— 
to enlighten their constituents or to give thema 
true or proper conception of their relations to the 
South. ‘The purpose is to excite their prejudices. 
The purpose is to do injury to the Democratic 
party. The purpose is to pull down the Admin- 
istration, without which, of course, no successful 
Democratic policy could be carried out. That is 
the road which they are now trav- 
eling, they will be found, in a very brief space of 
time, in hearty fellowship with the various isms, 
and parties that are arrayed against the Demo- 
cratic party. 


Mr. MAURICE, (interrupting.) And with Mr. 


| Cushing. 


Mr. SMITH. I dare say you would be very 
happy to have him with you. 

gin I will say that gentlemen who make war 
upon the Administration, and act with the Abo- 
litionists, are bound to be of the opposition. I 
do not mean to use the term ‘ Abolitionists”’ as 
a reproach with respect to some of them. There 
is one gentleman on this floor whom I respect with 
all my heart.. He is a beautiful illustration of an 
erroneous sentiment. [Laughter.] He holds ex- 
treme opinions, but he never forgets that his posi- 
tion demands that here, and I presume everywhere, 
he should express his opinions in the language © 
a gentleman. I am most happy to take that gen- 
tleman ever and everywhere by the hand, because 
L am comforted by the beautiful sentiment of Mr. 
Jefferson, that ‘‘error ceases to be danzerjus 
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when reason is left free to combat it.”’ I will say, } mittee do now rise, it was put; and fifty-six voted 
» reference to that gentleman, that it is really a || in the affirmative. 
_mfort and a delight to me to talk of him, and to Mr. FLORENCE. I call for tellers. 
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inclusive—together with a statement containing a 
list of the names of all persons to whom goods, 
moneys, or effects have been delivered within the 


con 


him, and in any and every circle. I should be Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Srvart, of same lime—specifying the amounts and objects for 
clad to take him to the South, and to see him mix || Michigan, and Vai, were appointed. which they were intended, the amounts accounted 
ong us. | should be willing to hear him dis- | The question was taken; and the tellers reported | for,and the balances (under each specific head ) still 
course eloquently and powerfully, as he can do, || —ayes fifty-seven, noes not counted. remaining in their hands: prepared in obedience 
non the subject of slavery, even in that region. 1 |), So the motion was agreed to. to an act of Congress of the 30th of June, 1834, 
would promise him not only safety and protection, Phecommittee accordingly rose; and the Speaker entitled ** An act to provide for the organization 
it respect, kindness, and hospitality. Isay these || pro tempore (Mr. Jones, of Tennessee) having | of the Department of Indian Affairs.” 
ventiemen are really seeking to affiliate with the || resumed the chair, the Chairman of the committee On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, the communi- 
Whigs, Free-Soilers, and Abolitionists. When | reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 


in cation and accompanying papers were referred to 
‘hey act with the opposition, of course they must | state of the Union had had under consideration | the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to 


ne of the opposition. Those who are not with | the Union generally, and especially House bill || be printed. 
1s are against us. Every day and every year || No. 295, being ** A bill to authorize the construc- 


a : } ee 
<hows this to be true. In 1832 and 1833 we had || tion of the Pacific railroad,’’ and had come to no Scene “4 aaa SINE DIE. 

, striking illustration of this fact. Many of my || resolution thereon. ‘oth — etal at ah ad first in order 
dearest friends, under the excitement of that time, | seein sania oun ; N ; » York. {Mc Wan 7 one ae from 
rake off from Andrew Jackson, and, by famil- | o =p PRE: IDENT. New es rl a yt on Monday last, 
‘arity with their new associations, soon became | fA message was received from the President, tb aiiiea tne re - for the purpose of introducing 
Whigs. This fact is still further illustrated, when || by the hands of Sipwey Wessrer, his Private the ae Fesoratien: : ' 

we refer to the excitement attendant upon the re- || Secretary, informing the House that he had, on Resolved, (the Senate concurring) That the President of 


ibe as" ; ; the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
moval of the deposits. One of Virginia’s most | Tuesday, the 30th instant, approved and signed || tives adjourn their respective Houses sine die on Monday, 
rilliant sons, one of those who was looked up to | .an act to organize the Territories of Nebraska and | the 3lst day of July next. 


for the succession, left the Democratic party, pro- || Kansas.] Mr.HOUSTON. Asthe gentleman from New 


fessedly on account of his dissatisfaction with the || Mr. LETCHER. I move that the House do| York, who introduced the resolution, is not pres- 
removal of the deposits, and he.soon found him- || now adjourn. ent, | suppose it will be proper, with the consent 
self in the ranks of the opposition. These gentle-|| Mr. COBB. Oh, no; let us go to the business || of the ce to allow the motion to pass over 
men, five hopeful, promising representatives of the || on the Speaker’s table. informally for the present, and proceed to the 
people—I speak it in no disparagement to them— Mr. CUMMING. I ask for the yeasand nays | consideration of other business. 
have thought it proper to come out in a brief ad- || on the motion to adjourn. Mr. EWING. I desire to inquire whether, if 
dress to their constituents, in which they have || The yeas and nays were not ordered. the motion be passed over now, it will ever be 
viven their former friends some hard blows, but |; Several Mempers. Tellers. reached again? 
under which we will be able to stand up, live,and || Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McDoveatt, The SPEAKER. If the motion be passed over 
conquer. They are going the way of all such and Taytor, of Tennessee, were appointed. informally, by unanimous consent, it will come 
qesh, and | commend them to the choice they have The question was then taken; and the tellers up first in order on Monday next. 
made. [have thought it proper to make these || reported—ayes 55, noes 20. Mr. EWING. Well, sir, | think we might as 
few remarks, and shall not touch at all the main So the motion was agreed to. well act upon it now as at any other time. -ebe 
subject under consideration before the committee, || The House accordingly, at thirty-five minutes || ject to its being passed over, afid ask for a vote 
whieh, | believe, is the Pacific railroad bill. || past one o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow at | upon it. ” 

Mr. MAURICE. _I desire simply to express to | eight o’clock, a. m. || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Upon the motion 


the gentleman from Virginian, [Mr. Smiru,} and 
the committee, my acknowledgments for the very || 
favorable notice he has given our address. The || T 7 “rr 
centleman has given to it an importance and con- || HURSDAY, June 1, 1854. 1 We : s 
sequence beyond anything we could have hoped | The Journalof yesterday was read and approved. ee ™ aan van TEURRDSY- 

for. The address, — me - yo ee | On motion by Mr. STUART, Mr. ee re ee Is it io orwee 
of the committee, will now be placed upon the || pHe Senate adjourned. to move that when the House adjourns, it adjourn 


laol . , 1} ys YY > 
desks of members, and I hope, after this very |) pursuant to a resolution passed yesterday, the | to meet on Thursday next? 


happy introduction of its merits by the gentleman | Senate will not meet again until Monda The SPEAKER. That motion would be in 
from Virginia, that it will be perused by them with || order. 


profit and advantage. [Laughter.] wes ey rae || Mr. STANTON. I submit the motion. 


to suspend the rules | demand a division of the 


IN SENATE. House. | want to know whether a quorum of 
members are present. 





' Mr. SMITH. Gentlemen of the committee, I | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand a division of the 
will only say, that most assuredly I would not |, Tuurspay, June 1, 1854. House. I think we have idled away time enough, 
have given any notice to the address, had it not The House met, pursuant to adjournment, at and I do not wish the motion to pass unless there 
been introduced here, and had it not been intended || eight o’clock, a. an ’ is a quorum here to pass it. 

to operate beyond the mere constituencies of its || “Phe Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. || MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
signers and subscribers. But, inasmuch as there | : 2 ial he Presid 
are those in the country who sympathize with || IMPROVEMENT OF CAPE FEAR RIVER. A message 1 St here we "aa a wtipelnens oa 
these gentlemen, | have given their address the || Mr. ASHE. I move to reconsider the vote by of the United States, by Sipwey Wessren, his 


sort of notice I have, in order that the well mean- || which Senate bill, (No. 202,) entitled ** An act | Private ees mere By House that ~ 
ing and true hearted, even of their own congstitu- | making further appropriations for the improve- did, on poee rt 7 bili ND — ane har 
encies, may understand what these gentlemen are || ment of Cape Fear river, North Carolina,” was |, %8? the a wp pumps i 371, entitle pt 
seeking to effect,and how eagerly they are desiring || yesterday referred to the Committee of the Whole | nat to eupply Conciegcrss Ss honpprepye rns 


to mislead the public mind, under the garb and |; House on the state of the Union. cae eae year ending June 30, 1854, 
profession of Democracy. i} TheSPEAKER. The motion will beentered. — ze 7 se ‘ 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I move that || Then, on motion by Mr. ASHE, at five minutes ee pa Puc er aeghr cube cag ps 
the committee rise. || past eight o’clock, the House adjourned, pursuant cola ia A y J ’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As it is not the | to a previous order, until Monday next. The SPEAKER. The question then recurs 
wish of any gentleman to speak, I move that the 1] ee eee ee ||} upon the motion to suspend the rules made on 
bill be reported to the House. ae IN SENATE. Monday last by the gentleman from New York. 
ou ariveers With a recommendation Monpar, June 5, 1854 || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the House will 

at it be re t 4 . NMATS ° } . , nfs . 

TweCHAIRMAN, ‘The genleman fom Ten- | ‘TheJournalof Thursday waareadandapprove. | sow that movion to pase over informal | wl 
— * — that Seer must be read through ae oa motion of Mr. STUART, the Senate | House resolve itself into the Committee of the 

ore It can be reported. |; adjourned. ; ; . || Whole on the state of the Union. Makin 

Mr. COBB. I want to offer an amendment to he Senate, in accordance with a resolution | speeches is the only business we shall be able s 
the bill. || passed on Wednesday last, stands adjourned until 


lo to-day. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ten- | Thursday next. : ir CAMPBELL. 


nessee, on the right of the Chair, [Mr. Sranron,] | ——— 
as made a motion which overrules that of his col- || 


I move that the House do 
now adjourn. If we cannot do one species of 


business without a quorum, I do not think wecan 
league, (Mr. Jones.] He has moved that the | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. aie, ’ 
committee do now rise. That question will be put || Monpar, June 5, 1854. || Mr. ELLISON. I demand the yeas and nays 
to the committee. || The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer || upon the motion to adjourn. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, |, by Rev. Wirriam H. Miravrn. || The yeas and nays were ordered. 
will it be in order to move to strike out the enact- || TheJournal of Thursday wasreadand approved. || The question was then taken; and decided in the 
ing clause? || TheSPEAKER presented tothe House a com- 


negative—yeas 4, nays 88. 

The CHAIRMAN. That would be tantamount || munication from the Treasury Department, trans- | So the House refused to adjourn, no quorum 

10 the motion that the committee report back the || mitting therewith copies of such accounts as have || having voted. 

bill with @ recommendation that it do not pass. || been rendered by persons charged or intrusted || Mr.CHANDLER. I move that there bea call 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Oh, that is the way of |) with the disbursement or application of moneys, || of the House. 

doing the thing now. {Laughter.] goods, or effects, for the benefit of the Indians, The question was put; and the motion agreed 
The question being on the motion that the com- || from the 1st July, 1852, to the 30th June, 1853, || to—ayes 45, noes 28. 
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Mr. GREEN. 
adjourn. 

Mr. ELLISON. 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only five 
members having voting therefor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand tellers upon the 
motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Vai and 
Bocock were appointed. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative; the tellers having reported—ayes 36, 
noes 62. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The Clerk then called the roll, and one hun- 
dred and six members answered to their names. 

The SPEAKER. There is no quorum pres- 
ent. The officers of the House will close the 
doors. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Without a quorum no 
business can be transacted, and I now move that 
all further proceedings under the call be dispensed | 
with. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
the House do now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Thereupon, the House (at a quarter to one 
o’clock, p. m.) adjourned until to-morrow at 
twelve, m. 


I movethat the House do now 


Upon thet motion I demand 


I move that | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tuespay, June 6, 1854. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wittiam H. Minsurn. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


LIGHT-HOUSE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. AIKEN. I have been instructed by the 
Committee on Commerce to ask leave to report a 
bill making appropriations for light-houses, light- 
boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the erection 
and establishment of the same, and for other pur- | 


Prayer | 


poses; that it be ordered to be printed, and referred | future calls as they now are. That is my under- 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, 

The SPEAKER, .If there be no objection, the | 
report will be received and the bill will be ordered 
to be printed, and referred to the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered, 
the bill having been read a first and second time | 
by ite title. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, 

{Cries of ** No!” 

Mr. OLDS. You may as well do it; there is 
no quorum present. 

Mr. CAMPBELL called for a division. 

The House was accordingly divided, and the 


| 
} 
| 
| 


| 


|| House? 


Speaker reported only forty gentlemen rising in | 


the affirmative, (not a sufficient number.) 
So the motion was not agreed to. 


The SPEAKER, Itis quite apparent that there 


is not a quorum in the EHall. 


CALLING COMMITTEES FOR REPORTS. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There are-a great many 
committees in the House who have reports ready 
to be made. I propose, then, that we proceed to 
receive to-day the reports which committees have 
ready and desire to present. There can be no 
objection, | think, to our receiving and referring 
them, and so letting them go upon the Calendar. 


| 


We can octupy the day in transacting the busi- | 


ness whether there be a quorum presentor not. It 


is not contended that for this a quorum is neces- | 


sary. 
Mr. OLDS. 1 think the plan proposed by the 


gentleman from Alabama is a good one, and should 
be acted on. 


Several Memuerns. Yes; let us do that. 
The SPEAKER. Then, by the unanimous 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
j 


| mand the yeas and nays. : 


i] 
} 


1} 


consent of the House, the Chair will proceed to || 
cal] committees for reports, with the understand- || 
ing that all reports made shall be referred without || 


debate. 
Mr. OLDS, (interrupting.) And with the fur- 
ther understanding that when we recommence the 


_calling of committees for reports, we do so where 


we will have left off to-day. 


|| the House. 


|| and nays upon that motion. 


| 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would imagine so. | in the affirmative—yeas 62, nays 41. 








——<— 


June 7, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And also with the a 


understanding that none of such reports so re- 
ceived be reconsidered and referred back to the 
committees reporting them, but be acted upon as 
may be directed by the House. 


VOTING IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON. 


So a call of the House was ordered. 
Mr. HUNT. I move that the House do no: 
adjourn. - 

Mr. CLUNGMAN. Let us have the 


nays upon that motion. 
“he yeas and nays were ordered. 


yeas and 


Mr. LETCHER. I ask the unanimous con- + -— HUNT. I withdraw the motion to adjourn, 
sent of the House to allow me to offer the resolu- he roll of the House was then called, and ong 
tion which I send te the Clerks desk. hundred and eleven members answered to their 


names. The following is a list of the ab 


Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Thomas H. 
Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, Bell, Bennett, Benson. Bisse} 
Bliss, Carpenter, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chase, Chastain, 
Churchwell, Craige, Cumming, Thomas Davis, Dean D 
Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Drum, Dunham, Eastman, Ely 
Edgerton, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, English Erk. 

| eridge, Everhart, Ewing, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence. 
| Franklin, Green, Grey, Grow, Andrew J. Harlan, Sa; : 


The resolution was reported, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia be instracted to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the charter of the city of Washington as to abol 
ish the system of voting by ballot, and substitute the mode 
of viva voce voting therefor. 

Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. I object. 


The resolution was, therefore, not received. 


Sentees: 
Bayly, Balj, 


d . 4 . Hpsoa 
< ; ‘ : ) W. Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Hibbard, Heister, How 

Mr. COBB. I feel a deep interest in the pro- | Hughes, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, Roland Tones, ha 
posal made by my colleague [Mr. Houston] to | Kerr, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Lilly, Lindsley, Lyon’ 


receive the reports of committees. But I wish to 
understand distinctly before | give my assent to 
that proposition, whether or not, if we proceed to 
call committees for reports, we will hereafter, when 
we resume that business, commence where we | 
will have left off to-day? 

The SPEAKER. - The Chair is not informed 
as to the purpose of the motion made by the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovustron.}] That 
gentleman will please to answer the interrogatory 
of his colleague. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The purpose which I had 
in view in making that motion was simply this: 
There are, as I have stated, a great many reports 
ready tobe made by committees, to which there | and nays upon the motion. 
cannot possibly be any objection. I desire that Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Is it in order to move 
such reports be received by the Hause to-day, | that the House do now adjourn? 
and referred either to the Committee of the Whole The SPEAKER. It is. 

House, or to the Committee of the Whole on the Mr. DAVIS. Then I make that motion, 
state of the Union. My purpose is, that the | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the yeas 
Chair should now proceed and call the commit- || and nays upon that motion. 

tees forsuch reports. When we have got through Upon a division of the House, the Chair an- 
them all, as we easily can to-day, why, then the || nounced that there was not a sufficient number to 
committees will be just in the same order for | order the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask for a-count of the 
negative. 

The SPEAKER. Upon a call of the House 
just now, only one hundred and eleven members 
answered to their names, and one fifth of that 

| number has not demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. But some of the 
members may have gone outside of the bar. 

TheSPEAKER. Tellerscould have been had, 
if called for, but they were not called for. The 
Chair decides that the yeas and nays were not 
ordered. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [I call for tellers now. | 
think it is usual to count the other side. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks if the 

| House desires to have the yeas and nays they 
should have the opportunity of ordering them, 
and he will, therefore, entertain the call for tellers. 

Tellers upon the yeas and nays were not or- 

| dered, only seventeen having voted therefor. 

So the yegs and nays were not ordered. 

| The question was put upon the motion; and it 

| was decided in the affirmative—ayes 51, noes 37. 

‘| And, thereupon, (at five minutes before one 
| o’clock,) the House adjourned until to-morrow #! 
| twelve o’clock, m. 


McCulloch, McDougall, McNair, McQueen, Macy, Matte. 
son, Maurice, May, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Mor. 
gan, Murray, Noble, Orr, Packer, Peck, Peckham, Pen. 
nington, Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Puryear, Ready, Reese 
Richardson, Robbins, Rogers, Rowe, Sabin, Sage, Sey. 
mour, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, William Smith, Snog 
grass, Sollers, Alexander H. Stephens, Straub, David 
Stuart, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Tracy, Tweed 
Upham, Wade, Wailbridge, Waiker, Walley, Walsh, Eitiiy 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth 
Wheeler, Witte, Yates, and Zollicofier. , 

Mr. MEACHAM. I move that ail farther 

| proceedings in the call be dispensed with, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Oh, no. Let us go on 

with it. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the yeas 


standing of the proposition that I have submitted. | 

Mr. COBB. I am bound, from a sense of duty 
to myself and to my constituents, to object to that 
proposition. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Coss] having objected to the proposi- 
tion of his colleague, [Mr. ELousron,] the Chair 
will now state the business first in order. 

Mr. KNOX. I rise to a privileged question. | 
Is it in order to move that there be a call of the 


The SPEAKER. 

Mr. KNOX. ‘then | make that motion. 

Mr. COBB. There is a general expression of || 
a wish that | should withdraw my objection to 
the proposition of the gentleman from Alabama, 
{[Mr. Housron.] In accordance with that wish, 
1 withdraw my objection. 

The SPEAKER. There isa motion pending 
that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. COBB. To that I have no objection. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Knox; and it was decided in the negative. 

So a call of the House was refused. 


Mr. HOUSTON. As my colleague (Mr. amg 
has withdrawn his objection to my proposition, 
propose again to appeal to the House to allow re- | 
ports to be made from the several committees, | 
and have the bills reported, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, or 
to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. HUNT. As you will not allow a call of | The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
the House, I object. | : 

Mr. HILLYER. The Speaker having an- Mr. BRIDGES. I ask the unanimous consent 
nounced that there is no quorum present, I move | Of the House to tae a bill from the Committee 
that the House do now a | on Patents and the Patent Office, for the pe ose of 

Mr. HAMILTON. pon that motion I de- || having it referred to the Committee of the W hole. 
The bill was read for information by its title, as 
| follows: 

A bill for the benefit of Francis Petit Smith. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | understand that 
is a bill for the renewal of a patent. I object. 


Mr. HENN. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce the following resolution of 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for the yeas | inquiry: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 

| Post Roads, be requested to inquire into the expediency of 
estabhshing the following post roads : 

From Centreville, lowa, by the way of Corydon on the 

State road, South Independence, and the county seats of 


It is in order. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepwnespay, June 7, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
| by Rev. Witttram H. Munpvrn. 


Prayer 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then put; and it was decided | 
in the negative—yeas 13, nays 81. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move there be a call of | 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then put; and it was decided 
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' j 
inegold and Taylor counties, to Clarinda, in Page county. 
. ~ om Council Bluffs, Lowa, in Winter Quarters, to Fort 
an, in Nebraska Territory. 


t rom Magnolia, Iowa, to Fort Calhoun, Nebraska Ter- 


r 


an Nebraska City, Nebraska Territory, via Belleview, 
tha City, and Winter Quarters, to Fort Calhoun, in || 
said Territory. ; | 
[There being no objection, the resolution was 
considered, and agreed to. 


Qn motion by Mr. HAMILTON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of 8. A. Kittle- || 

. civil engineer on Boundary Commission, be with- || 
jawe from the files of the House, for the purpose of | 
reference to one of the Departments. 

Mr. HOUSTON. l ask the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to introduce the following 


resolution: } 

Resolved, That from and after Saturday next, and until 
otherwise ordered, the daily hour of meeting of this House 
shall be eleven o’clock, a. m. 

Mr. KNOX objecting, the resolution was not 
received. . 

Mr. EDMANDS. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for leave to submit several re- 
ports which I have here from the Committee on | 
Pensions. ; ' ; 

- JONES, of Tennessee. In my judgment 

Mr. ’ judg 
the best course for us to pursue is to call for 
reports from all the committees in their regular 


0 


rder. a 
Mr. HENDRICKS. I understand that the 
gentleman proposes to report back several mat- | 
ters that they may be referred to other commit- 


es. 
ee JONES. | I object, and call for the regular 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the consideration of a resolution reported from 
the Committee on Printing. » 


On motion by Mr. McDOUGALL, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of J. Rutherford 1 
Worcester be withdrawn from the files of the House, forthe || 
purpose of introduction to the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill, of which previous notice | 
had been given; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, as follows, and referred to the | 
Committee on Public Lands: 

A bill granting the unsold public land in the 
Vincennes land district, in the State of Indiana, 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Vin- 
cennes to Crawfordsville, and from Vincennes to 
Indianapolis, in said State. | 

Mr. DICK. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House for leave to introduce the following res- | 
olution: 

Resolved, That in view of the great commercial and na- 
tional interests in the navigation of our northern lakes, the 
Committee on Naval Affairs be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a navy-yard, depot, and dry- 
dock, atsome suitable point on said lakes, and report by 
bill or otherwise. 


Mr. LETCHER objecting, the resolution was 
not received. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ move that the | 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve || 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

(Mr. Bocoox in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The question before the 
committee for consideration is House bill No. 
295, for the construction of a Pacific railroad. The 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Sranron] is en- 
utled to the floor. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 will set an example to the | 
committee. Desiring to see our business progress, 
oun Say nothing, except that I shall vote for 

ve bill. 
_Mr. COBB. If nobody wishes to speak to the | 
bill, [ have an amendment which I will offer. 

Mr. BRIDGES. | would say, Mr. Chairman, | 
that | have prepared somg remarks on the Pacific 
ratiroad bill, which, with the permission of the | 
committee, that no time may be consumed in their | 
delivery, I shall print as a portion of our proceed- 
ings. {f am opposed to the measure on constitu- 
tional principles. 

This speech will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. HENDRICKS said he did not rise to advo- 
cate the passage of the Pacific railroad bill, but to 
speak with regard to the publiclands. He would, || 


| lected by the Exgcutive Department. 


| not extend to those subjects. 


| for mnt peepenes 


| of the committee. 


|| undertook merely to give its general effect. 


subject, he could not give to the measure his sup- 
port. He was anxious that such a bill should be 
framed as would enable him to give to it his sanc- 
tion. The bill assumes that Congress ought not 


| to establish this route, but that it should be se- 


Until it 
shall be shown that the central route (concerning 
the section of country which he, in part, repre- 
sents) is not the right one, he would not support 
the bill which excludes it. 

With regard to giving lands, on easy terms, to 
settlers, and dietributing them among the States, 
he was for the forme proposition, and, as a con- 
sequence, against the latter. These two measures 
are incompatible, and cannot stand together. 

He avowed his opposition to the bill granting 
lands for the benefit of the indigentinsane, and to 


the bill introduced by Mr. Bennerr, proposing to 
| distribute lands among the several States for inter- 


nal improvement and educational purposes. The 
duty and power of Congress, he contended, do 


Although he did not 
concur in all the views of the President in his re- 
cent veto message, he indorsed the veto. It would 
give the Administration a high position in the 
country. 

[This speech will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. DISNEY said that it was his purpose to 
avail himself of the present occasion to finish the 


| speech commenced by him some three or four 


weeks ago, which he was prevented from conclud- 
ing by the expiration of his hour. 
ie then resumed his argument against the land 


| bill heretofore reported by Mr. Bennert, from 


the Committee on Public Lands, and proceeded to 
show that, in all the donations made by the Gov- 
ernment, the Government had not, in a single in- 


| stance, omitted to make each grant inure directly 
| and immediately to its own pecuniary advantage, 


and not to the benefit of the respective States. 

He also argued that never, in the history of 
the Government, nor in the history of private 
ownership, was there so rigid an economy prac- 
tised as had been pursued by the General Gov- 
ernment in relation to its domain. Its course had 
ever been rigorous, exacting, and oppressive. 

He also argued to show that of all the absurd 
ideas which had ever entered into the minds of 
men, the idea that the new States had been favored 
by grants of the public lands was preéminently 
and par excellence, the most absurd. 

He then commented on the minority report on 
the bill which he was opposing, and declared that 
it did not contain a single truth. 

[See Appendix for the speech.] 

Mr. CHANDLER obtained the floor. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania allow me to make a personal expla- 
nation ? 

Mr. CHANDLER. | yield to the gentleman 

Mr.McDOUGALL. I wish simply to correct 
an error into which the gentleman from Indiana 
{Mr. Henpaicks] has fallen this morning, in re- 
gard to the character of the bill reported from the 
select committee. It was assumed by that gen- 
tleman that the Executive Departments of the 
Government would locate the line of road pro- 
vided for by thebill. The gentleman misread the 
bill. It provides that the companies who under- 
take the work—whoever supplies the capital ne- 


| cessary to construct the road—shall have the loca- 


tion of its line. 

I wish to make another remark here in behalf 
Since this bill was reported to 
the House, the committee have agreed to change 
the limitation of the northern line in the South soas 
to accommodate, not merely the extreme northern 


| route, but any one of the lines that may be found 
| to be practicable between the Mississippi and the 


Pacific. I make this statement so that the bill 
may not be misunderstood, nor the action of the 
committee in regard to it. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania allow me a moment? 
Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. In my remarks this 
morning, I did not undertake to read the bill. I 
The 
bill, as reported by the committee, authorizes the 
Secretary of War to contract for the construction 
of two lines of railroads. But it provides that 
the Secretary of War shall not accept of any con- 


owever, remark, that as he now understood the || tract for the construction of a road over the south- 
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| ern route, north of 37° north latitude, and pro- 


vides that the eastern terminus of the northern 
route shall be in the Territory of Minnesota. So 
that, under the provisions of this bill, the Secretary 
could not contract for the construction of any 
route terminating at St. Louis. I did not under- 
stand or misrepresent the effect of the bill. I am 


| glad to hear the gentleman say that this objection 


to his bill, which I suggested, will be removed by 
the action of hiscommittee. That will remove one 
very important objection which I have to the bill 

Mr. CHANDLER said he felt a deep interest 
in the Pacific railroad bill. Representing a com- 
mercial community, he naturally desired to extend 
commerce; but he believed this was not the time 


He hoped the measure 


| was not dead, even if allowed to sleep. 


He rose to discuss another matter, namely, the 
bill now pending relating to the proposed change 
in carrying letters and other mailable matter 
requiring pre-payment, and increasing the price of 
a single letter from three to five cents. He then 
opposed the bill at length, answering arguments 
which had been advanced in its favor. 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York, did not doubt 
the constitutionality of the Government to grant 
sections of land for the purpose of building rail- 
roads, especially for one so national in its object 
as that which was to connect the great valley of 
the Mississippi with the Pacific ocean. 

We already had, from the shores of the Atlan- 


| tic to the Mississippi, every convenience for travel 


and transportation which the inventions of the 


age had supplied; and he understood that there 


was now in progress, and authorized by law, a 


, railroad from St. Louis to the junction of the 


Kansas river with the Missouri river, which was 
likely to be completed in the course of two or 
three years. This was the position ef the coun- 
try. Butthe question was, whether this was a 
»sroper bill? Like his colleague, [Mr. Smrru,} 
he affirmed that this was to be a Government 
road, and nothing else, in substance. This he 
proceeded to prove, and on this ground he opposed 
the bill. 

[The above speeches will be found in the Ap- 
pendix. ] 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION—MR. GIDDINGS. 
Mr.GIDDINGS. Thecommittee may recollect, 


that on the 27th April the member from Virginia, 
over the way, [Mr. Smrru,] took occasion to assail 
the memory of a distinguished statesman, once a 
member of this body, Hon. John Quincy Adams. 


In the same speech he also took occasion to make 


| an assault upon myself. 


To these attacks I responded the next morning, 
by way of personal explanation, to which he re- 
plied. In his replication he made no attempt to 
prove the charges he had advanced on the previous 
day, but had recourse to so many other and new 
assertions; that I think justice to that member, 
as well as to myself and friends with whom I 


‘long served in this body, demands at my hands 


an exposure of his second effort to misrepresent 
matters of history. I am told that this is unne- 
cessary, that the public wil! have the facts before 


them, and will look upon all attempts to misrep- 
‘resent public men with the proper degree of rep- 


robation. : 
But the member to whom I refer holds a seatin 


| this Hall; and what he says will be regarded as 


coming from one acting ina high and honorable 
station; and if his statements go out to the coun- 
try uncontradicted, many people will take them 
as true. Again I may say that his second attack 
will necessarily call out some historic facts not 
| yet published, but which the present occasion 
| appears to afford a suitable opportunity to make 
known. 
In his speech on the 27th Apri, the member 
| said: 
<¢ Did they not all know that a distinguished man, Jolin 
Quincey Adams, had stepped down from the Chief Magis- 
| nacy and asserted this question, saying that sooner than 


stop agitation he would see five nullions of southern hearths 
| drenched in blood ?”’ 


Conscious that Mr. Adams, on no occasion, 


|| spoke of agitation in connection with bloodshed, 


and feeling, as all who were acquainted with him 
must feel, that such a declaration was opposed to 


'| all his habits of thought, his course of reasoning, 


i 


| his language and mode of expression, | charac- 
terized the assertion as an ‘‘ unmitigated misrepre- 
sentation.”’ 
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In reply, the member read from an address of | 
Mr. Adams, delivered at Pittsburg many years 
since, the following paragraph: 

“ That slavery will be abolished in this country, and 
throughenu! the world, | firmly believe. Whether it will be 
done peaceably or by blood, God only knows; but that it 
will be accomplished, | have nota doubt; and by whatever 
means, 1 say let it come; yes, by whatever means, let it 


come, 

Not a Word is said in this extract about * agi- 
9 nor of 
‘* five millions of southern hearths,’’ nor of having 
them ** drenched in blood.’’ Nota sentence; not 
an expression; nota thought which the member 
asserted had been expressed by Mr. Adams, is 
proven by the quotation. But the member ap- 
peared to read this extract with a tone and empha- 
sis which seemed to assert, that although Mr. 
Adams had not uttered a word or thought which 
had been attributed to him, yet he had said some- 
thing else; and he proceeded to read from a speech 
delivered in this Hall some years since by Mr. 
Dillett, of Alabama, extracts which showed that 
that gentleman, being a slaveholder, was dissatis- 
fied with the ideas which Mr. Adams had actually 
advanced. Now, sir, the member having, in this 
way, admitted his original assertion to have been 
unfounded 1 sfial] say no more on that point. 

The member appeared to think I ought to have 
left the vindication of Mr. Adams to some gentle- 
man from Massachusetts. Feeling the injustice 
of his attack upon one with whom | had long 
served in this body, and perhaps, | may say, 
whose friendship and confidence I had enjoyed, 
I thought it not my duty only, but the duty of 
every member who had served with Mr. Adams, 
to repel that assault upon his memory. Nor do | 
discover it to be very material to that member from 
what quarter the exposure of his misrepresentation 
comes. Truth will do him no injustice; and, in 
my Opinion, it were more manly in him frankly 
to acknowledge its force than to complain of him 
who utters it. 

in relation to his attacks on myself, it may be 
proper that I should refer to their origin. 1 under- 
stand the member to bea slave-breeder in Vir- 
ginia, where he rears men and women for the 
market, and must, of course, feel a lively interest 
in the coast-wise slave trade. In 1841, the slave 
ship Creole cleared from Richmond, bound to 
New Orleans with a full cargo of fathers, mothers, 
children, husbands, and wives, for the barracoons 
of that city, While at sea, beyond the jurisdic- 
tion of Virginia laws, the people rose upon the 
slave dealers, asserted their right to freedom, took 
possession of the ship, after slaying one of the 
supercargoes, and landed at Nassau, where, of 
course, they found protection under British law, 

Our Executive, sympathizing with the slave 
dealers, sent instructions to our Minister at Lon- 
don, directing him on behalf of the slave mer- 
chants to demand compensation for their loss of 
human flesh; and members of the Senate threat- 
ened war in case such indemnity were refused. 

Against these attempts to involve the people of 
the free States in a war to support the slave trade 
my judgmentand conscience revolted. I there- 
fore prepared resolutions denying the constitu- 
tional power of this Government to involve them 
in such a disgraceful traffic. I presented them to 
this body for consideration, for which a resolution 
of censure was passed against me, and I was driven 
from my seat here. My constituents sent me back, 
instructed to maintain the position I had assumed. 
The member from Virginia voted for my censure, 
and probably felt the reproof of the people. He 
was then silent; but now, after twelve years have 
passed away, he attempts to misrepresent the his- 
tory of those transactions in which we were both 
so deeply interested. 

The member asserted that I introduced into 
Congress ‘* resolutions declaring it lawful for ne- 
groes to slay the wives and children of their mas- 
ters.’’ 
resolutions which | introduced to be read at the 
Clerk’s table. They contained not one thought, 
nor sentence, Dor intimation, nor allusion which 
he had charged.* Nor did the member, in his 


tation,’’ or about ** stopping agitation, 





* The following are the resolutions referred to: 

* Resolwed, That prior to the adoption of our Federal 
Constitution, each of the several States composing this 
Union, exercised full and exclusive jurisdiction over the 
subject of slavery within its own territory, and possessed 
full power to continue or abolish it at pleasure. 

“ Resolved, That by adopting the Constitution, no part of || 


In answer to this charge, 1 caused the || 


i 


; iis . : é 
reply, pretend to argue that they contained a word | his vote, in the most emphatic condemnat 


of thought which he had attributed to them. On 
that point he remained mute. Indeed, he seemed 
to admitits fabrication. 1 read his own wordson 
this point: 

“ Well, Mr. Chairman, the member from Ohio has read 
the resolutions for which the House condemned him. J 
shall not pause to comment upon them.”’ 

The member might well say he would not pause 
to comment on the resolutions. He appeared to 
think and feel himself convicted of gross misrep- 
resentation on that point. He therefore let that 
pass without attempting to justify his charge in 
any degree. He then sought to cover his retreat 
by other misrepresentations and other fabrications 
so flagrant that I deem it my duty to place on the 
record of our debates a more full expose than [ 
could do by way of personal explanation. 

The member then quotes Mr. Everett’s words, 
not to prove the truth of his own attack, but to 
show that Mr. Everett was dissatisfied with me for 
introducing the resolutions. Those who will look 
back to that period (1842) will find that northern 


, men were then very sensitive on the subject of 


slavery. ‘They looked upon it as a very delicate 
matter, the discussion of which would endanger 
the Union, Hence the gag-rules of that day. I 
cast no imputation upon the statesmen of that 
period; but all are conscious that men at that time 
generally thought that slavery must not be dis- 
cussed, nor referred to, except on very extraordi- 


| nary occasions, and then with great respect, lest 


a dissolution of the Union should follow. And 
any man who will consult the record, will find no 
inumation from Mr. Everett that my resolutions 
were not just and proper of themselves. Indeed, 
when introduced, he declared them to be * import- 
ant, and therefore moved to lay them on the table 
for consideration.’’ Failing in this, he moved a 
call of the House. That being voted down, and 
supposing the vote about to be taken before he had 
an Opportunity to examine the resolutions, and 
feeling the vexation of his position, he asked to 
be excused from voting again, saying the resolu- 
tions were important, that he had no time to ex- 
amine them, and on that account wished to be 
excused from voting. He then added the language 
quoted, saying he ** abhorred the fire-brand course 
of the gentleman from Ohio.”’ It was said under 
an excitement of the moment, and had reference 
to my course in bringing the subject before the 
body, and not to the doctrine of the resolutions, 
as represented by the member from Virginia; and 
this any man must see who consults the record. 
I desire to do justice to Mr. Everett. He was at 
that time anold member. I served with him long 
after the occurrence, and while, like all other 
statesmen, he was responsible for his sayings and 
actions, it is my duty to protecthis memory from 
misrepresentation. For the hasty expression 
quoted he made every atonement in his power. 
Against the vote of censure he interposed his 
voice and influence. There stands the record of 





the aforesaid power was delegated to the Federal Govern- 
ment, but wasreserved by, and still pertains to, each of the 
several States. 

* Resolved, That by the eighth section of the first article 
of the Constitution, each of the several States surrendered 
to the Federal Governmental! jurisdiction over the subjects 
of commerce and navigation upon the high seas. 

** Resolved, That slavery being av abridgement of the nat- 
ural rights of man, can exist only by force of positive muni- 
cipal law, and is necessarily confined to the jurisdiction of 
the power creating it. 
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the resolution of censure, and of those who 
for it. The next morning, with great sole 
he offered a resolution, as follows: 

‘* Resolved, That five thousand copies of so much of th 
Journal of yesterday as relates to the action of this e 


in relation to the Hon. Joshua R. Giddings, be 
for the use of the members. ed 


“Mr. CamMpBe ct, of South Carolina, desired to be 
formed whether the motion of the geutleman from Verme > 
[Mr, Evererr] included the remarks made by that on 
Uemon in relation to the course of thegentleman from Ohio? 

“Mr. Everetr. I shall by and by ask the indulgence 
of the House to say a few words on that question,” « 

The vote was then taken on Mr. Everett's Mo- 
tion to print extra copies of the Journal to be sen: 
forth to the people, the name of the member from 
Virginia being recorded in the negative. He gy. 
peared unwilling to send forth such official report 
though he now appears ready to give his mis. 
representation of it. After that vote was taken 

- . ’ 

‘¢Mr. Everett rose, and said he desired te throw him- 
self upon the indulgence of the House to say a word in ro. 
ply tothe gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr.Campsert } 
in relation to a remark he had made on a former day,» 

‘< Mr. Hopkins objected; other members objected amidg 
cries of ‘We have all personal explanations to make,» 

These facts are copied from the record of oy, 
proceedings. That shows that Mr. Everett tr. 
garded my resolutions as important, wanted time 
to examine them, moved that ‘* they lie on the 
table,’’ and then that there bea call of the House: 
that he voted against the resolutions of censure, 
and moved the printing of extra copies to be sen: 
out to the people, and made efforts to explain the 
remark quoted by the member from Virginia, but 
was not permitted todoso. He is now dead, and 
the effort of the member from Virginia to press 
that isolated and hasty remark into hi8 service, ip 
order to make a second assault on me, is but 
another evidence of the desperation to which he 


House 
Printed 


| was driven by the exposure of his original fabri- 


cation. Although I then felt and now feel that 
Mr. Everett did me injustice in the remark quo- 
ted, | know that he felt he had done himself a far 
greater wrong. I know his feelings and charac- 
ter, and will not silently permit the member from 
Virginia, nor any other man, to place his action 
in a false light. 

But the member had recourse to the views of 
Mr. Botts, who, though a slaveholder, is a gen- 
tleman capable, when he takes time to reflect, of 
appreciating the views and sentiments of other 
members. He, however, is living, and able to 
explain his own actions and protect his own rep- 
It is true, however, that he drafted the 
resolutions of censure, and no doubt entertained 
the views expressed in them. For it is a fact 
known to all who then mingled in the debates of 
this body, that the right of discussing the consti- 


_ tutionality of slavery, where it existed under the 


“« Resolved, That when a ship belonging to the citizens | 


of any State of this Union leaves the waters and territory 
of such State, and enters upon the high seas, the persons 
on board cease to be subject to the slave laws of such State, 
and thenceforth are governed in their'relations to each 
other by, and are amenable to, the laws of the United States. 

** Reso'ved, That when the brig Creole, on her late pas- 
sage to New Orleans, left the territorial jurisdiction of Vir- 
ginia, the slave laws of that State ceased to have jurisdic- 
tion over the persons on board said brig, and they became 
amenable only to the laws of the United States. 


* Resolved, That the persons on board said ship, in re- | 
| suming their natural rights of personal liberty, violated no 


law of the United States, incurred no Jegal penalty, and are 
justly liable to no punishment. 

* Resolved, That all attempts to reénslave said persons 
are unauthorized by the Constitution, or the laws of the 
United States, and are incompatible with our national 
honor. 

* Resolved, That all attempts to exert our national influ- 
ence in favor of the coast-wise slave trade, or to place this 
nation in the attitude of maintaining a commerce in human 


beings, are subversive of the rights and injurious to the | 
feelings and interests of the free States, are unauthorized 


by the Constitation, and prejudicial to our national char- 
acter. 





exclusive jurisdiction of the Federal Government, 
was not only denied by slaveholders, but by this 
House. We then transacted all our business 
under gag-rules, which were voted for and sus- 
tained by many northern members, as well as 
those from the South. Why, sir, as I said ona 
former occasion, the vote of censure was not 
passed on me because my resolutions contained 
any erroneous principle, or any doctrine that was 
not true; but I was censured for daring to wiler 
truth in this Hall, That was the gist, the grave- 
men of my offense; an act which the member from 
Virginia still appears to regard as offensive and 
unconstitutional. And this feeling, indulged by 
Mr. Botts, is now cited by the member from 
Virginia—for what purpose? Certainly he could 
not suppose the resolutions or opinions of Mr. 
Botts in any manner proved or tended to prove 
the truth of his assertion; nor could he suppose 
any member would understand Mr. Botts’s views 
as in any manner sustaining his declaration, that 


my resolutions ‘* declared it lawful for negroes to 


Tt 


| 
| 
| 


| in that manner. 


slay women and children.” No, sir, 1 suppose 


he intended this reference to Mr. Everettand Mr. 
Botts to cover his rane the gross misrep- 
resentation he had uttered; but he shall not escape 
I proceed to the next point. 
The member, in his speech referred to, speak- 
ing of myself and my return to this Hall, used the 
following language: ‘* At any rate, the gentleman 
did not get the resolution ket censure] repealed. 
He came back here, and had the grace actually (0 
ask Congress to repeal its resolution.’ With aston- 
ishment at the utterance of such an audacious fab- 
rication, [ inquired from my seat ina distinct voice, 
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«+ Does the gentleman intend to make such an assertion 
that on this floor?” to which he refused to listen, 

su . . © 

' - added, ** and, instead of getting the resolution 

ube *,¢ . . 

snealed, the proposition was received with a loud 
repeae - 
tush, and that was thought to be the last of it.’’ In- 
vending to put him on his guard, | from my seat 
setinecty announced that **T had offered no such 

pObetsen* 7 7 T 

iaion.’ To this he coolly responded, ‘* No, 
the gentleman from Ohio did not make the propo- 
sition, but one of his colleagues did, 1 presume with 
his consent.” : 

in answer to this aggregation of untruths, I 
could only say that **no such transaction ever 
occurred; no such facts ever existed; that neither 
myself nor any colleague ever presented any prop- 
a tion of the kind; that no such thought ever en- 
tered my mind, or flitted across my imagination.”’ 
To this strongest denial of his assertion 1 could 
oseibiy make I added the most direct and un- 
hualified charge of willful and corrupt misrepre- 
Je ‘ 
sentation upon the member whith I could utter 
under parliamentary law. And, in order to do 
him justice, | will read such parts of his reply as , 
have reference to this point. He used the follow- 
jing language: 

“ Well, sir, [ said this member from Ohio offered a reso- 
jution to rescind the former vote of censure. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, [ am one of those who never disregard or refuse 
two recognize the act of an agent. Lam one of those who 
regard what is done by my agent as having been done by 
myst if; and if it were necessary I could give you law and 
Latin to show that itis an established legal principle. I 
an not here to draw nice distinctions. I do not split hairs ; 
nott. But the member from Ohio says he did not offer this 
resolution. Well, sir, he did not, but his colleague did.’’ 

The member was standing with the Congres- 
sional Globe open before him, and spoke as though 
he had the record of such a resolution. Well, 
knowing that no such resolution, that no such 
record existed, that this new fiction was an auda- 
cious attempt to deceive the House, to wade 
throuzh his difficulty by new and unblushing fab- 
rications, [ spoke from my seat, and the follow- 
ing colloquy took place between us: 

“Mr. GrpDINGS. 
tion? i : 

“Mr. Smira. You may read it if you wish. 

“Mr. Gippines. Either read it or back out. 

“Mr. Surra I have the resolution before me, and I 
will not back out. 

‘Mr. Gipptnes. There is no such resolution. 

“Mr. Smirn. No, sir; there is no such resolution in 
express terms, but itwas designed indirectly to accomplish 
the purpose [ have stated; for, if received by the House, 
that would revoke the censure, and that will explain what 
follows hereafter. 

“Mr. GIDDINGS. 

“Mr. SMITH 


Kt 


Will the gentleman read the resolu- 


Read it. 
[ will not read it. 

Every member must have been struck with the 
audacity which could prompt a man to stand thus 
in the presence of this body, and assert that he 
had such a resolution before him, when he had 
nothing of the kind. Nothing holding any rela- 
tion to such resolution. When driven to the wall 
he was constrained to resort to other and further 
fabrications, saying, ‘* 1 have refused to read the 
resolution because the whole debate to which it 
gave rise, would have to be read in order to make 
itintelligible. J have the resolution before me, and 
the whole proceeding in connection with it.’’ Now, 
sir, will it be believed that any man has found 
his way to this Hall, who could stand here and 
utter such audacious untruths in thesface of this 
hody? Yet when told that he had no such resolu- 
tion, that he could not read it, that it never existed, 
he cooly admitted his own turpitude by passing 
ontoother remarks. All present must have been 
conscious that he was guilty of these consecutive 
fictions. His manner, his tone, his countenance, 
bore testimony to the deep depravity of his in- 
tentions. He went on to say, ‘I recollect when 
he (Mr. Goode} got up and offered the resolutions, 
there was one general laugh throughout the House.”’ 
I need not say to those who were then present, 
that Mr. Goode presented no such resolution; 
that the member from Virginia could, therefore, 
recollect no. such transaction; that there was no 
laugh throughout the Hall at his presenting such 
resolution. All who witnessed the appearance, 
tone, manner, and countenance of the member 
must have been convinced that he had no such 
resolution, nor record; therefore he could fteither 
read nor exhibit it. 

A meeting of the people was held in the county 
where I reside, at which strong resolutions were 
adopted in reference to the censure passed upon 
myself in this body. The proceedings of that | 
meeting were forwarded to Hon. Patrick G. | 
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Goode, a member from Ohio, who, in accordance 
with the practice then and now followed, filed 
them as petitions with the Clerk. I need not say 
that proceedings of primary meetings were then 
treated as they now are, like petitions. The filing 
of these proceedings with the Clerk was done 
quietly, without any motion, and without notice 
by any other member. The next morning Mr. 
Botts, thinking the resolutions too strong in lan- 
guage, moved to amend the Journal; not, as the 
member froth Virginia states, to strike out any 
portion of those proceedings. The motion prevailed 
by a vote of 88 to 75. Now, the whole relation 
which the member professed to give in regard to 
Mr. Goode’s presenting a resolution to repeal the 
censure passed on me, the laugh which he says en- 
sued, the motion to strike out a part of the pro- 
ceedings, has no allusion to any real transaction. 
Nothing of that character ever took place. 

But it is possible that I do not regard the state- 
ments of the member with proper charity; for he 
appears to have had no very clear perception of 
his own statements or turpitude. He says such 
was the loathsome, vile, miserable, contemptible 
character of the proceedings, that the House struck 
out the objectionable paragraph. He had pre- 
viously made no reference to any proceedings 
whatever, except to those of this House; and I 
presume he did not intend to stigmatise those as 
loathsome, vile, and contemptible. He could 
hardly have termed the imaginary resolution of 


| Mr. Goode, which, he says, was to repeal the 


resolution of censure proceedings. If, therefore, 
he had any real proceedings in his mind, they 
must have been those of the meeting to which | 
have referred, and which this Elouse refused to 
place on the Journal, but which are recorded in 
the Congressional Globe of thatday. Now, sir, 
after the lapse of twelve years, I will call atten- 
tion to those resolutions of the people, of a con- 
stituency who sent meto represent them. AndlI 
submit to the judgment of the nation whether that 
people did not exhibit mo:e knowledge of the 
principles on which our Government was founded 
a better appreciation of the duties of Congress, 
than did the ninéty-eight members of this House 
who refused to listen to their views. 

The following are the resolutions: 


* Resolved, That our fathers, at the expense of much 
blood and treasure, established a representative form of gov- 
ernment, in which the voice of the people was recognized 
as the controlling power. 

“2. That the right of representation having been pur- 
chased by the best blood of our ancestors, can only be sur- 
rendered by the best blood of their offspring. 

**3. That to the maintenance of our Government in its 
representative form we solemnly pledge our lives, our for- 
tunes and our honor. 

“*4. That every attempt to abridge the right of the people 
to be heard through their representatives in our Halls of 
legislation is anti republican incompatible with our institu- 
tions, subversive of American liberty, and revolutionary in 
its tendency. 

“5. That the vote of censure passed upon the Hon. 
Josuva R. Gippin&s on the 22d March, 1842, was a fla- 
grant violation of our rights, and the rights of our State, 
subversive of the most important feature of our Govern- 
ment, and should be regarded as the commencement of an 
important revolution. ; 

**6. That while those concerned in the slave trade upon 
the high seas, demand of the Federal Government protec- 
tion for that traffic, the subjectis a legitimate matter of 
discussion both in Congress and among the people. 

** 7. That we call upon the friends of representative gov- 
ernment in this and in otlfer States of this Union to ex- 
press their views upon the late high-handed measure by 
which the rights of the people of this district have been 
grossly violated. 

**8. Thatin a particular manner we call upon the peo- 
ple of the Richmond district, Virginia, to say whether 
they desire to deny to us the right of expressing through 
our Representative our views as to our obligations to 
maintain the slave trade, while they demand of us through 
the Federal Government to support such commerce, even 
at the expense of war. 

** 9. That the real issue before the people is, shall they be 
allowed to express their views upon questions of national 
policy, including those of peace and war? 

© 10. That as brethren of the same republican family, we 
eall upon those who voted to censure our Representative 
to declare whether they wish to maintain the slave trade 
upon the high seas with our wealth and our lives ; and at 


| the same time, to deny to us the expression of sentiments 





through our Representatives. 

11. That the question now proposed to the people of 
the nation, is one which should be considered paramount 
to all party considerations, involving the most vital princi- 
ples of our Government, and demanding the united support 
of all patriots in support of the people’s rights.’ 

The tone and feeling, the doctrine, of these res- 
olutions appear to be appropriate to the present 
time. I refer to them with pride. They express 
the views which that people entertained twelve 
years since, and to which they still adhere. Sir, 
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| had the other portions of the free States then 


| spuken as my constituents spoke, we should not 
| have now seen the Missouri compromise repealed. 

The member from Virginia must have referred 
| to these resolutions, if he referred to anything, 
| when he declared the proceedings loathsome, vile, 
| miserable, contemptible. He was one who had at- 

tempted to control my action. He was one whose 
| action was denounced by the people. I will not 
| place his action in contrast with the tone and doc- 
| trine of the resolutions just read. I should be 
guilty of injustice to the men who composed that 
meeting were | todo that. But 1 do not hesitate 
to contrast their sound constitutional and stetea- 
manlike views with those expressed by this body. 
Sir, the country has, with almost unanimous voice, 
approved the doctrines of that people, and con- 
; demned those of this body. The history of this 
transaction will long stand as one of the proudest 
monuments of popular intelligence, of popular in- 
dependence, that has ever found a place in the 
history of this or of any other government. The 
member from Virginia has said that that people 
were worthy of me. Sir, the proudest epitaph I 
desire to be recorded upon my tomb will be that I 
was worthy of the people whom I represented. 

But Ido not blame the member from Virginia 
for refusing to read these resolutions. His error 
consisted in referring to them, in representing 
| them as asking Congress to repeal its vote of 
| censure. Sir, they ask nothing of Congress. 
Pheir language is that of dignified rebuke. he 
spoke as becomes a people when they address their 
| servants. My constituents supplicate no earth] 
| power. It was their independent intelligence which 
| then thrilled the nation, and caused the members 

who censured their Representative to recede from 
| their positions. {t was this record which the mem- 
ber held before him when the colloquy took place 
between us, in which I said ** Read it, or back out;”’ 
| to which he replied, ‘* I have the resolution before 
me.’? In saying this, the member could not have 
acted ignorantly. He must have been conscious 
| at the ume that he was uttering a deliberate mis- 
| representation. It is my duty to expove these fab- 
rications. He has boasted that he was once Gov- 
ernor of the old Commonwealth of Virginia; he 
| professes to be a leader of the slaveholding party 
in this House; he tells us of his devotion to the 
Democratic party and to slavery, as though they 
were identical; and it becomes my duty to hold 
up the mirror to him, that he may contemplate the 
light in which he stands, and that the country may 
know the claims which he possesses to public 
confidence. 

[ must pass over many points of trifling im- 

| portance, in order to notice a few of the most 
| prominent untraths put forth by the member. 
Tacitly admitting the falsehood of his original as- 
sertion, and of his various fictions, brought forth 
to cover a dishonorable retreat from disgraceful 
positions, he proceeded to assail me on another 
point. I give his words: 

** But such was the howling storm of indignation in this 

entire Hall, such was the deep abhorrence of the vile and 
atrocious conduct of that member, that he, in view of that 


storm, and shrinking from it, asked if he had the power to 
withdraw bis resolutions.’’ 


If the record of that event does hot show that I 
met the ‘** howling storm’’ to which he refers with- 
out shrinking, | must submit to the imputation. 
My mind dwelt, at the time, on the Constitution 
of our country; upon my rights; upon the rigbts 
of the people. I was not, indeed, conscious of the 
‘*howling storm”’ to which he refers. 1 had not 
dreamed that any one saw cause to shrink or 
| tremble on the occasion alluded to. I have no 

ambition, however, to vindicate my reputation for 

courage. The bull-dog or wild boar possess as 
| much of that as the member from Virginia; yet, sir, 
| even on that point the member shall not escape 
| from an exposure of his misrepresentation. I 
would give him to understand that mendacity, 
| when exhibited even upon matters unimportant, 
| cannot escape notice, if put forth by way of assault 
| upon a fellow-member. vw 
| By referring to the history of our legislation in 

1842, it will be seen that we were then acting under 
gag-rules, as already stated. ‘That no member 
| was permitted to assert his views as to the relation 
| which the people of the free States held to the 
institution of slavery. I was perfectly aware of the 
irritation which would be called forth by the pre- 
sentation of my resolutions. They set at defiance 


| 








1358 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





the gag-rules, and all efforts to suppress the free- | 


dom of debate. They hurled defiance at the 
tyranny which then ruled this body, and — 
ated all Executivedictation. I was anxious, how- 
ever, to secure the support of as many members 
in favor of my positions as I couid. | daleed to 
lay them before the House for deliberate consider- 
ation, intending to call them up for action after 
they had been examined by the members. I 
therefore stated my object when I rose to present 
them. In proof of this fact, | quote from the 
Congressional Globe, of the 21st March, 1842: 

“Mr. Gippines said he had a series of resolutions upon 
a subject which had excited some interest in the other end 
of the Capitel, and in the nation. He desired to lay them 
before the country, and would call them up for action at the 
next opportunity.” 

But a political opponent, acting with the member 
from Virginia, moved the previous question on 
their adoption. This was what I desired to avoid. 
i was perfectly aware that, under the irritation of 
the moment—such as that exhibited by Mr. Eve- 
rett, and others—gentlemen would commit them- 


selves against doctrines which they would after- | 


wards, in their reflecting moments, acknowledge 
to be correct. 
deprecated hasty action. Others desired me to 
withdraw them, in order that they might receive 
a more deliberate consideration. 


licly of the Chair whether it would not be in order 
for him to ask the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gip- 
pings] lo withdraw the resolutions ? 
was a political friend; so was Mr. Everett, and so 
were others who desired me to withdraw the res- 
olutions, not on account of the ** howling indig- 
nation’’ of the member from Virginia, or those 


who acted with him, but from a desire to consider | 


the subject deliberately before voting upon it. | 


then distinctly inquired of the Chair, myself, if 1 


had the right to withdraw them; he replied that I 
had. I quote from the Globe: 


“ Mr. Gippines said that when he had risen to offer his | 
resolutions he had distinctly stated that they were import- | 


ant, and that he merely laid them before the House. 
“ [Cries of *Notin order! Sit down !’) 


“The Speaker. The gentleman will either withdraw 


his resolutions or not, 

“Mr. Gippines. I was merely stating why I was about 
to—— 

“<The Speaker. Itis notin order; the gentleman will 
either withdraw them or not. 

** Mr. Gippines withdrew his resolutions.’’ 


| 

Now, sir, with this record before the country, | 
the member from Virginia attempts to represent | 
me as frightened into a withdrawal of the resolu- | 
tions. Sir, | repeat what I said the other day, | 


that none but paltroons suspect the firmness of | 


those around them. Why, sir, suppose | had | 


been the veriest coward living, does that prove the | 
truth of his mendacious attack? Or does it change | 
the doctrine, the constitutional views expressed in | 
my resolutions? However great a coward I may | 


be, it has been my desire that he should have no 
just cause of complaint against me on that account. 
It is true that the member did offer me the per- | 
sonal insult which he states. 
Hall, after taking leave of some personal friends, | 
1 passed the seat of Hon Henry A. Wise, at that 
time a Representative from Virginia. The mem- | 
ber now making this attack was engaged in con- 
versation with Mr. Wise, with whom I exchanged 
those friend! y expressions common among gentle- | 


men. The member, as he intimated in his remarks, |, 


looked me in the face, and appeared to be inter- 


ested in what was passing between Mr. Wise and || 


myself. f had then very little acquaintance with 
him, and knew not but he had been bred among | 
gentlemen, and instructed in the ordinary civili- | 
ties of life. To have passed him rudely, without 
notice, would not only have been just cause of | 


offense to him, but Mr. Wise, his colleague, and |, 
apparent friend, would alao have had cause to com- || 


ain. I therefore extended my hand to take my | 
eave of him in theordinary manner. He refused 
my hand, and returned my politeness by that 
coarse insult; and now he boasts of his vulgarity 
in refusing to respond to my courtesy. 1 have no 

egrets at having treated him peck 
think the man lives to whom | would offer an 
insult. It is related of a veteran officer of an hun- 


dred battles, that when an epauleted upstart, on a || 
sudden offense, spat in his face, he coolly wiped |, 


it off, saying, ** 1f 1 could wipe the stain of your | 
blood from my soul as easily as I can this spittle | 
from my face, your life should atone for the in- | 


Mr. Everett, as already shown, || 


Mr. Fillmore, | 


; * | he handed itto Mr. Weer, of my State. | quote 
late President of the United States, inquired pub- | ae .T 


Mr. Fillmore | 


| DINGS] from speaking in his own defense.” 


In going out of the || 


| evident purpose to defeat my reélection. 


_in order to hear my defense; propositions to have 


} 
1] 
I do not | 
1) 
| 





than administer a just chastisement upon one 
whose mind has never been trained to observe the 
moral duties of life. Indeed, I entertained no un- 
kind feelings for the member. My emotions were 
those of pity for that education which could lead 


him to boast of an act of boorish malignity, for | 


which [ think any man bred in decent society would 
have sought to apologize on the first occasion. 
The member, in his first attack, stated that I 


was reélected after my resignation by only a ma- | 


jority of two thousand votes, &c., and when I 
told him my majority was more than three thou- 
sand five hundred, he then said that was merely 
the pletrality by which [ was elected; that there 
were two candidates opposed to me. In this state- 


ment there is not one word of truth. There was but | 


one opposing candidate. This fabrication is of 


no other importance, however, than to show his | 


ropensity to state matters which never existed. 


he member also attempts to alter the record by | 


saying that my colleague [Mr. Goode] prevented 


me from attempting, while on trial, ‘‘to defend my- | 
self, although the opportunity was again and again | 


tendered me.’’ So far from being true, this state- 


ment is entirely contradicted by the record. Mr. 
Botts, of Virginia, originally introduced the reso- 
lution of censure, but being declared out of order, 


from the Congressional Globe: 


‘Mr. WeLLER rose in his place and offered the resolu- | 


tion of Mr. Botts. 
** And the resolution having been read, 
‘Mr. WELLER moved the previous question.’’ 


And, after some inquiries of the Speaker, &c., 


“Mr. Wevwer said he had moved the previous question | 


when he offered the resolution. 

*“The Speaker said he was aware that the previous 
question Was moved on the resolution, but to entertain it 
would certainly cut offthe gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gip- 


The next morning Mr. Weer made a short 
speech, at the close of which he said he would 
withdraw the demand for the previous question 
provided [ would then go on with my defense, and 


| with the understanding, also, that when 1 was | 


through the vote should be taken. 
the account given in the Globe: 


I now resume 


[‘* Cries of ‘ No understandings, we will have no under- | 


standings.’} 


“The Speaker. The gentleman will either withdraw | 


the demand or not. 

“Mr. WeLLer not withdrawing unconditionally the de- 
mand for the previous question, 

‘© Mr. Gippines rose and addressed the Chair. 

‘*'The Speaker said the gentleman was not in order, the 
House having reversed the decision of the Chair, and de- 
cided that the rules in relation to the previous question 
should be rigidly enforced.’’ 

And the demand for the previous question was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative. 

I quote the record to show that the member who 
moved the resolution of censure demanded the 
previous question at the moment the resolution 
was read; that he refused to withdraw it when in- 
formed that it would cut me off from my defense. 
The member who did this, soon after wrote a let- | 


|, and was as often silenced. 
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sult.”” I would ever follow that example rather | 


their misrepresentations by referring to th 

propositions of individuals, who spoke for th - 
selves alone; but it is my intention not con 
them even that subterfuge through which 
a dishonorable retreat. Justas the vote w 


to be taken on the resolution of censure 
from the Globe: 


*“*Mr. CampBei, of South Carolina said | 
, move, by geueral consent, that the gentieman fate 
(Mr. Gippines] be heard in his defense. ne 
“Mr. Barnarp. I object. 
‘©The Speaker. The motion cannot be entertaj 
P ta 
“Mr. PENDLETON asked to be excused from voting 
ae his reasous, he withdrew bis motion = 
| “Mr. Gippin@s then rose, and said: I stand beg 
House in a peculiar situation — before the 
‘Mark A. Coorg j 
ing.” A OOPER Objected to Mr. Guppines Proceed. 
I felt no disposition to be trifled with; and] 
added a caption to what I had written and intended 
saying, and sent it to the reporter, who inserted j; 


in his journal of the proceedings, from which | 
' now read: 


to leave 
to Make 
a8 about 
—I Guote 


‘*To THe REPORTER OF THE INTELLIGENCER.—Whp 
[ rose so often during the confusion of the proceedings 
the House this day, and was so often called to order the 
last time by Mark A. Cooper, of Georgia, I had Written 
out and desired to have stated to the House what follows : 
“Mr. Speaker, [ stand before the House ina peculiar 
situation. It is proposed to pass a vote of censure upon 
me, substantially forthe reason that [ differ in opinion from 
| amajority of the members. The vote is about to be takeg 
without giving me time to be heard. It were idle for me 
|| to say that [ am ignorant of the disposition of a majority to 
pass the resolution. IT bave been violently assailed in g 
| personal manner, but have no opportunity of being heard 
in reply. Ido not stand here at this time to crave 


|| favor, or to ask mercy at the hands of members; but in 
| 


any 


. . ; : the 
name of an insulted constituency, in behalf of one of the 


|| sovereign States of this Union, in behalf of the people and 
of the Constitution, I demand a hearing, agreeably to the 

| rights guarantied to me, and in the ordinary mode of pro- 
ceeding. Iacceptof noother privilege. I WILt RECEIVE yo 
OTHER COURTESY.”? 


| I read this to show that I was not permitted 
even to demand my rights, nor to express my 
contempt for the insulting propositions of individ. 
uals to hear me by unanimous consent, while they 
_ voted for the previous question in order to seal my 
rlips. Now, sir, if the member from Virginia, 
| (Mr. Smiru,] or the Senator from California, [Mr, 
| WeLLER,] intended to say that the privilege of 
| defending myself was tendered me by the House, 
or by any vote or action of that body, such 
assertion is most distinctly and emphatically con- 
| tradicted by the record. If they intend to say 
| that the vote which sustained the previous ques- 
|| tion did not by parliamentary rules cut me off from 
| all defense, then I reply that such declaration is 
| equally opposed to the record and to truth. Or if 
| they intend to say that I could have been heard 
by unanimous consent, they are equally unfortu- 
nate in contradicting the record; for that shows 
| distinctly that objections were made up to the 
| moment of taking the vote on the resolution of 
| censure. That l repeatedly attempted to speak, 
I feel constrained to 
| meet all these unworthy efforts to falsify the his- 
| tory of that transaction. Gentlemen should un- 
_ derstand that here men act not merely for the day, 





ter, which was published in my district, with the 
In that 
letter he substantially asserts that I had the privi- | 


| lege of defending myself. ‘This letter, written for |, 
| electioneering purposes, has recently reappeared 


in the Executive organ of this city. The author | 
is now a Senator in the other end of the Capitol, | 
and is supposed to have furnished the letter in 

question to aid his friend, the member who now | 


|| but for all coming time; we are hourly writing 


our own biographies; and as they are written they 
must descend to our successors. 

The letter of the Senator [Mr. Wexter] is very 
long, and embraces many things of a personal 
character to which I feel no desire to reply; but I 

refer to this point, on which he attempted to 
change the record of facts. To his personal attacks 
the people responded at the time. It is sufficient 


attempts to falsify the history of our past action. || to say that I remained at my post here. He left. He 


Sir, | repeat what I have already said, there stands 
the record. 
and no Senator or member of this body has power 
to alter it. No subterfuge, no evasion, no false 
representation, can modify or change it. Under 
the previous question my lips were sealed; the 
vote was taken, and the resolution of censure 
adopted. 

here were propositions to suspend the rules 


me heard by unanimous consent; but not one of 
those motions was adopted by the House, nor 
was the question even propounded to the House 
on one of them, Yet these propositions of indi- 


| then appealed to the people of our State to elect 


| 
It was made up twelve years since, || him Governor. They did not sustain his appeal, 


| and he left our State. In process of time he ap- 
| peared in the other end of the Capitol from a dis- 
| tant State, and now furnishes the member from 
|| Virginia with a scurrilous letter to aid him in his 
_work of mendacity. : ; 
| But the member, again, tacitly admitting his 
| original charge to have been a fabrication, which 
he could not explain or justify, has recourse to 
other misrepresentations—charging me with dis- 
_ obeying the instructions of my constituents. Well, 
sir, ifftrue, it would appear that those constituents 
| were the roper persons to complain, and not the 
/member from Virginia. Indeed, such a complaint 





vidual members have been seized upon, and rep- | 
resented to be offers tendered by the House to hear 
me; and when the Senator to whom I have referred, 
or the member who assails me, are driven to des- 


| peration on this point, they seek to cover up 


¥ 


from him looks very suspicious. At the meeting 
| of our people, to which I have referred, honorable 
| B. F. 
the Capitol, offered the following resolution: 





ADE, Now a Senator in the other end of 
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ed, That the Hon. Josnva R. Gippies, on his 


a ee eae be, and is hereby, instructed, at the first 
vont after it shall be in order, to offer the identical res- 
ns over again which he before offered, and insist that 

ijouse of Representatives act upon them by a direct 


vote. 

, it was, I believe, unanimously adopted. It is 
wever, that | did not present the resolu- 
tions, and the member from Virginia assails me 

, no gentle terms for failing to present them. But 
his language is So characteristic, that I prefer to 
‘ye it verbatim. He says, speaking of myself: || 
«[pstructed by his beloved constituents! Did he obey 
way instruction? No,sir; his white-livered heart skulked || 
es He even disregarded the instructions of his dear 
"uch loved people, who sent him here, with instruc- 
eee arry out his original purpose. Big, sir, with pride 
consequence, and offended feeling, lie left this Hall 
with a determination to do or die. He was backed up by 
nis people at home, better men than himself, I have no 

‘ube, yet When he came into the presence of the majesty 
a the Representatives of the American people, he quailed ; 
ves, sir, he quailed before it, and did not obey his instruc- 

li ms, or carry out his original purpose. ’’ 

Well, sir, I am not about to deny that I 
‘led before the majesty of such Representatives | 
as tue member who thusattacks me. Professions | 
of courage, or denial of cowardice, are of little 
importance, Whether uttered by him or myself. || 
The record must bear testimony to the port and 
bearing of members here. But this attack de- 
mands that | shall bring to the notice of this body 
and the Country an important fact hitherto unpub- 
lished. I returned to this Hall instructed as I 
have shown. The intention which I entertained | 
was well understood by all, both friends and foes, 
as the member, when referring to me, said: ‘* It | 
was understood that he would come back here and re- 
new his resolutions.”’ 1 could, however, only pre- 
sentthem in order, when my State should be called 
for resolutions, under the rule which required the 
States to be called for that purpose on each altern- 
ate Monday. Yet the business of the House was 
under the control of the majority. That majority 
had voted to censure me for introducing my resolu- 
tions, and they knew that the first moment Ohio | 
should be called I should again present them, and 
put gentlemen to the test of either censuring me 
again or of receding from the position they had 
taken. 

Now, sir, I do not say that those one hundred 
and twenty-five members were held in fear by me, 


true, ho 


gi 


from tt. 


tions to cé 


a 


gua 


or that they trembled before me, but I do say || 


that they evaded that rule which, if observed, would 

have permitted me to put them to the test which I de- | 
signed. On each alternate Monday of that entire 
session I sat at my desk with my resolutions be- 


fore me, hoping and desiring most ardently an || 


opportunity to test the moral firmness of those | 
who censured me by constraining them either to | 
vote another censure, or to acknowledge their error 
before the world. There was no earthly considera- 
tion within my power that I would not have given 
for the privilege of thus exhibiting the statesman- 
ship of those who attempted to dictate my course 
on this floor. But, sir, it was all in vain. 
majority had control of the business, and they 
would not suffer the States to be called for resolu- 
tions. They were too wary to be placed in the 
dilemma which [ contemplated. During that en- 
tire session, after my return to this body the rule 
to which I refer was violated, and no call for reso- 
lutions was permitted. 

Nor was that an end of this singular exhibition 
of legislativeevasion. We again assembled in the 
following December. The rules of the body re- 
quired the States to be called for resolutions on 
each of the first thirty days of the session, and on | 
each alternate Monday afterwards. During that 
whole session, too, ! was prepared to test the firm- 
ness of the majority who had censured me. But 
during that entire period the House was not called 
for resolutions; the rules were again violated and 
wholly disregarded, and the presentation of my 
resolutions avoided. | repeat, there stands the record. 
It shows these violations of the rule, these subter- 
fuges, these evasions by a majority of this body, 
in order to escape the necessity of maintaining the 
attitude they had assumed, or of backing out from 
the obvious error into which they had fallen. 

And now, sir, after the lapse of twelve years, 
the member from Virginia, one of that majority, 
charges me with skulking from the presentation 
of my resolutions; with disregarding the instryuc- 
tions of my constituents. Let the record of that 
day declare who skulked, who evaded, who dodged. 

ertainly no member was afraid of me; no one 





| unnoticed in our public press. 


| Creole. 
| vindicated; the rights of persons to their liberty 


| were attained. 
| now stand acknowledged truths. 


The || 


| 
1 
| 
i] 
| 





trembled before me; but they feared the force 


and power of truth—of justice—of the popular will. 


He says I quailed before the majorily of the represent- 
atives of the American people. 1 do not retort, and 
say that the majority quailed before me. God for- 
bid! But [ say that member, and the majority of | 
that Congress, quailed before the apprehension of 
being constrained to vote another censure, or reced- 
ing from the position they had assumed. 

I thank the member for affording me this op- 
portunity of calling attention to a fact hitherto 
It was a rare 
exhibition of the influence which an humble indi- 
vidual may wield over a legislative body when he 
has truth, justice, and the Constitution on his side. 

At the close of that Congress we separated. I 
bore with me no unkind feelings toward any of 
them. Few, very few, came back. Many retired 
to private life. Many have now gone to their final 
rest. ‘l'o those who survive I would tender my 
best wishes, my prayers for their prosperity and 
their happiness. 

The President and his Cabinet receded from the 
position they had assumed. They no longer de- 


| manded of Great Britain compensation for the 


people who obtained their freedom on board the 
The law of nature and of nations stood 


when taken beyond the jurisdiction of slave laws 
was acknowledged. The objects which [ had in 
view when I presented my original resolutions 
The doetrines asserted in them 


_These transactions have long since passed into 
history, the truth of which it is my duty and my 
pleasure to vindicate. 


Mr. SINGLETON. I have not risen to address 


| the committee at this time, but merely to secure 


the floor that | may have an opportunity of doing 
so to-morrow. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. With the permission of 
the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Sineie- 
ToN,| | move then that the committee rise. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose; and the Speaker 


| having resumed the chair, the Chairman reported 


that the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
| the Union had, according to order, had under con- 
sideration the Union generally, and particularly | 
House bill No. 259, being a bill to authorize the | 
construction of the Pacific railroad, and had come 
to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana, by the unani- | 
mous consent of the House, introduced a bill to 
‘* remodel the diplomatic and consular establish- | 
ments of the United States,’? which was read the | 
| first and second time by its title, and referred to | 
| the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. HAVEN, the House then 
| (at five minutes before four o’clock, p. m.) ad- | 
| journed till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


| 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, June 8, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wituiam H. Mivsurn. 
| ‘The Journal of Monday was read and approved. 
| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
| 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
| Senate a communication from the Secretary of the 
| Interior, in compliance with a resolution of the 
| Senate of the 3d of April, transmitting a report 





| from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in ref- | 


| erence to the manner in which the Government 
_ had fulfilled the stipulations of the treaty of Octo- 
| ber 26, 1832, with the Pottawatomie Indians; 


'| which was referred to the Committee on Indian | 


Affairs. 


itor of the Treasury, in compliance with the act 
of Congress of June 30, 1834, transmitting copies 
of such accounts as have been rendered by persons 
charged or intrusted with the disbursement and 
application of moneys, goods, or effects, for the 


| benefit of the Indians, from July 1, 1852, to June 
| 30, 1853; which was ordered to lie on the taMe, 


/and be printed. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


| Mr. STUART. Mr. President, when the Sen- 
/ate adjourned last week it was understood by 


|| Senators generally that no business of importance 


NAL GLOBE. 


i} 


Also, a communication from the Second Aud- | 
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would be done during this week. At the sugges- 
tion of several Senators, | move that when the 
Senatesadjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. : 

Mr. ADAMS. I see no necessity in the world 
for adjourning over perpetually. We have had 
one week of recess. If we have nothing to do we 
had better adjourn finally and go home. 

The motion was agreed to. | 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the memorial of 
John S. Watrous, late agent for the Chippewa 
Indians, praying indemnity for losses sustained 
by him ih consequence of the burning of the Chip- 
pewa agency buildings; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. GEYER presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of St. Louis, Missouri, praying the adoption 
of such measures as will insure to American citi- 
zens, in foreign countries, the enjoyment of the 


| rights of conscience and religious worship; which 


was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented the ee of 
Ephraim Hunt, praying compensation for services 
rendered by him during the war of 1812; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SLIDELL presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Duer, praying compensation for expenses 
incurred, ae services rendered as consul in Val- 
paraiso, in the case of William N. Stuart; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of C. B. 
H. Fessenden, collector and superintendent of 
lights for the district of New Bedford, Massachu- 
setts, praying an increase of compensation; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MASON presented a petition of the inhab- 
itants of Richmond, Virginia, praying the reduc- 
tion of the rates of ocean postage; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of the inhabitants of Gum 
Spring, Loudon county, Virginia, praying the 
reduction of the rates of ocean postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. FISH presented the petition of Royal 
Phelps, attorney in fact of James, Earl of Selkirk, 
yraying that a patent may be issued for certain 
[ands granted to his father by the Hudson’s Bay 

| Company; which was referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of 
citizens of the United States, remonstrating against 
the extension of Woodworth’s patent for a planing 
machine; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also, a petition of the inhabitants of Vassal- 
boro’, Maine, praying the reduction of the rates 

| of ocean postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of the inhabitants of Winthrop, 
Maine, praying the reduction of the rates of 
ocean postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FISH presented the petition of Abraham 
Cutler, praying the payment of a balance due him 
for his services as a lieutenant in the late war with 
Great Britain, and that he may be allowed a pen- 
sion for injuries received while in the discharge of 
his duties; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

_ Mr. BROWN presented the petition of Dim- 
itry Canna, John B. Toulme, and Dudley R. 
Walker, praying the correction of an error in the 

| location of certain lands i the State of Missis- 
sippi; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. FOOT presented three petitions of citi- 
zens of the towns of Starksboro’, Ferrisburgh, 
and Monckton, State of Vermont, praying a reduc- 
tion of the present rates of ocean postage ; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr, SEBASTIAN presented a memorial! of the 
directors of the Moravian Board of Missions, in 
behalf of the ** Christian Indians,”’ living on lands 
belonging to the Delawares, about being surren- 
dered to the United States, praying compensation 

| fag their improvements; which was referred to the 

i Committee on Indian Affairs. 
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REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the better preservation 
of lffe and property from vessels shipwrecked on 
the coasts of the United States; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. 

ALDEN’S REEF, PORTLAND, MAINE. 

Mr. FESSEN DEN submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Revolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for the purpose of building a light-boat, and maintaining the 
same on Alden’s Reef, lying off the harbor of Portland, 


Maine, and substituting a steam whistle for the fog bell on 
Cape Elizabeth, Maine. 


NEW MAIL ROUTE. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

tesolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Poet Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing, by law, a mail route from Danville, in Yell 
county, Arkansas, to Milton Gilbraith’s, in Scott county, by 
way of Rover and Blufiton, and report by bill or otherwise 


COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


Mr. CLAYTON. There is a-vacancy in the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, which has been 
oceasioned by the resignation of Mr. Everert, 
late Senator from Massachusetts. It is a commit- 
tee of importance, and it is necessary that the 
vacancy should be filled. 1 hope that, by unani- 
mous consent, the Chair will be authorized to 
make the appointment. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered, and 
Mr. Fisn was appointed. 

THOMAS FRAZER. 

Mr.HAMLIN. There is a private Honse bill 
on the table for the relief of Thomas Frazer, which 
was indefinitely postponed by the Senate, but, 
subsequently, at our request, was returned to us 
from the House. 
sider the vote by which it was indefinitely post- 
poned. 1 ask the Senate now to proceed to its 
consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question was taken on the motion to recon- 
sider; and it was adopted. 

The PRESIDENT. 
the motion to indefinitely postpone the bill. 

Mr. WELLER. What is the bill for? 

Mr. HAMLIN. I will state in a very few 
words what it is. Asthe law now stands, when 
& pension is granted by Congress to an invalid, and 
that pension is for half pay—four dollars a month— 
the Department has determined that it cannot in- 
crease that to a full pension, if the pensioner should 
subsequently become wholly disabled, because it 
is a pension granted under a special law. This 
case belongs to that class. The pensioner has a 
half pension. The evidence now is ample, coming 
from intelligent surgeons, that he is entirely blind. 
The House passed the bill to increase the pen- 
sion to eight doflareh month, The Committee on 
Pensions of this body asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration, on the ground that they 
had reported a general bill covering the case. 
That general bill may never pass, and then this 
man will not get the benefit of it. If it does pass, 
it will only put him within its provisions. 

Mr. CASS. Let us pass the bill. 

‘The motion to postpone the bill indefinitely. was 
not agreed to. 

The bill was then considered as in Committee 
of the Whole; and no amendment being proposed 


it was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third 


reading, read a third time, and passed. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Trvrspay, June 8, 1854. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wittiam H. Mitpurn. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 





Prayer 


itself into the Committee of the Whole on the. 


state of the Union. 


Mr. RIDDLE.* Will the gentleman from Ten- | 
nesse® withdraw that motion for a moment, to 


allow me to offer a resolution? 
Mr. HAVEN. I desire to make a privileged 


A motion is pending to recon- | 


The question is now on | 











|motion. I wish, before the vote is taken Fi 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, [ Mr. 
Jones,] to offer a resolution to close debate upon 
the Pacific railroad billat two o’clock on Tuesday 
next. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. That is too soon. 

Mr. BENTON. I have to eay that I desire to 
offer some remarks upon that subject, which I 
have yet to prepare, based principally upon the 
winter explorations of Colonel Frémont. Tues- 

| day is the earliest day upon which I can present 
them to the House. 

Mr. HAVEN. 

| fear that if | were to press a vote upon the resolu- 

tion now I might prevent the House going into the 
| Committee of the Whole to-day. 1 am willing to 
change the day, so as to accommodate the gentle- 
| man from Missouri, [Mr. Benron.] 
ask the House to act upon the resolution now, 
but I will do so on next Monday, when the House 
meets. 

‘The SPEAKER. The question now recurs 
upon the motion made by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones. ] 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 rise to a privileged ques- 
tion 
| the conduct of one of its officers. 


I refer to A. 


O. P. ‘Nicholson, the editor of the Daily Union, | 


| and printer of this body. Without further re- 
mark, I ask the Clerk to read that portion of the 
article to which | invite the attention of the 
House. 

The article was then read, as follows: 


‘*In one word, protection and obedience are reciprocal 
and inseparable; and those who, like the Abolition incen- 
diaries, Parker, Phillips, GippIn@s, and others, are inces- 
santly proclaiming their hostility to the laws and the Con- 

| stitulion, and stimulating men, women, and children to 
| violate them 4s a sacred duty, in my opinion have no claim 
to the protection of those luws or thet Constitution. They 
are the apostles of sedition, violence, and murder, they 
are fera nature—wild beasts of the forest, Knowing no law 
| and no restraint but their wild, ungovernable instincts, 
and, like dastardly midnight prowlers, after firing the tain, 
sneak to their holes, leaving their wretched dupes to be- 


stimulated, 
incendiaries, who, after throwing the fire-brand, skulk 
| away in darkness to enjoy the blaze? And are those who, 
on the floor of both Houses of Congress, openly declare 
their disaffection to that Constitution they have sworn to 
support and maintain, worthy of a seat in the sacred halls 
of legislation when, any act should emanate from that 
source ?’? 


Mr. BOCOCK. I wish to know how that 
article comes before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Gippines] rises in his seat, and addresses 


of the House. 

Mr. BOCOCK, (interrupting.) Well, [donot 
see any question of privilege in all this. ' 

The SPEAKER. 
ticle read; for what purpose the gentleman himself 
will state. i 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Itis my intention to state 
very distinctly the purpose for which I have in- 
troduced the sabject. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I submit that there is no 
question of privilege in this. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I will, according to the 
established laws of this House, state my question 
of privilege, under the direction of the Speaker. 

Mr. PARKER. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Ohio a question. I have not read the article 
of which he complains; but from its reading by 
| the Clerk, | hear a name announced which is 
familiar to me, and [I wish to know whether a 
| member of the House is spoken of under the name 
of Parker? 

Several Mempers. Oh, no; it is Theodore 
| Parker, a minister of the Gospel. [Laughter.] 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I know my own name, Mr. 





| Speaker, and believe there is no doubt that it was | 
the intention of the author of this article to refer | 


to me, when he said that ‘*Gippines and others 
are incessantly proclaiming hostility to the laws 


men, and children to violate them, as a sacred 
ty. Inmy opinion they have no claim to the 
protection of those laws, or that Constitution.”’ 
This declaration comes from an officer of this 
body. Itdeclares members of this House outlaws, 
beyond the pale of legal protection. Itis a direct 


invitation to assassinate, to perpetrate violence 


| upon members of this body. Now, sir, I know 


In looking about the Hall, I | 
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'| very well that [ am in a minority here, and thas 


I will not | 


I wish to call the attention of the House to || 
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this attack upon me and others is to be Sustained 
| by a majority of the House, if sustained 4: all 
But I merely desire to place this matter befor 
them; and if they take the responsibility of a. 
taining and encouraging those who thus publicly 
invite to assassination and mob violence, the r. 
sponsibility of doing so must rest with them—wit 
the friends of the Administration. Sir, | i 
prepared a resolution which I proposed to offer > 
this subject, but I prefer to leave the matter en. 
tirely with the majority of the House, and 9 I 
now submit it to them. 
Mr. OLDS. I would like to have the gent}. 


|| man’s resolution read. I might want to move ay 


_ amendment to it. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Without any in. 
tention of taking any part in this controversy, | 
submit to the Chair that there is nothing in the 
| question made by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr 

Gippines] which partakes of the character of , 
question of privilege. If the editor of the paper iy 
question has assailed any member of the Hous 
he did so in a capacity different from that which 
he occupies as an officer of this body. He hs 
not done thus as an officer of this House, butas, 
private individual, as the editor of one of the papers 
of the city. In that capacity alone he is, | think. 
responsible to the gentleman from Ohio for wha 
| he has published. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair sustains the ques- 


| tion of order submitted by the gentleman from 


come the victims of those acts which they themselves have | 
Is there no law that can reach these cowardly | 


the Chair, announcing that he has a privileged | 
question to which he desires to call the attention | 


He desired to have the ar- | 


and the Constitution, and stimulating men, | 


Tennessee, [Mr. Jones.] The gentleman from 
Ohio, however, announced his purpose to intro. 
duce a resolution, and the Chair is of opinion that 
he has a right to submit his resolution, if it pro. 
poses to dismiss the printer, or any other offer 
of this House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The Chair will permit me 
to make one suggestion as to the practice of the 
House on this point. The Speaker will recollect, 
by consulting precedents, that all these questions of 
privilege have been submitted to the House for 
their adjudication as to whether the questions pre. 
sented are questions of privilege or not. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will follow tha 
example. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. In reply to the gentleman 
| from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] I can refer him toa 
| case in which he was himself concerned. I would 
|| remind him, and I think there is no memberof 
this House who was here a few years ago but 
remembers the fact, that a few years since we ex- 
pelled the reporters of the New York Tribune for 
an attempt to ridicule a member of this body. | 
think the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jones} 
voted for that expulsion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I donot recollect 
how I voted, but I recollect that there was sucha 
proposition made here. I recollect, also, that the 
reporters of the Union were once expelled from this 
House, or, at least, an attempt was made to expel 
|| them, since | have been a member of this body. 
But that was an action against them in the char- 
acters of ‘* reporters”? here. They were privi- 
leged here as ‘‘ reporters.” They were here under 
the special authority of the House, through the 
Sdeakor, as ‘‘reporters.”’ I think, in neither of 
_ the cases to which I have referred, were the editors 
of those papers arraigned, but only the reporiers. 
Then, if the gentleman has a proposition to make, 
it might, perhaps, be directed against the editor 
of the paper, and it might exclude him. But | do 
not see how he can make it a privileged question 
upon the printer to the House for what he does 
in another character—that Of the editor of a public 
| newspaper. 
| Mr. GIDDINGS. TI assure the gentleman thst 
| I have consulted the precedents with which both 
_ you, Mr. Speaker, and myself are personally 8 

uainted. My proposition is to exclude from this 

all ‘all persons who are connected with that 
paper. I place the editor of the Union in pre 
cisely the same position in which I place all other 
editors and persons connected with a paper. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Givpines we 
then read, as follows: 


Whereas, A. O. P. Nicholson, Esq., printer of = 
body, and editor and proprietor of the Washington — 
in his paper of this morning has published an article m . 
evidently designed 2 = unlawful violence upon met 
bers of this body: therefore, 

Resolved, That the said A. O. P. Nicholson, and = 
other persons connected with the Washington Union, 
expelled from this Hall. 
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